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Fusion Credit Union Commits $56,000 to Eight Community
Projects Through Full Circle Fund

August 10, 2026 - Hamiota, Manitoba – Community organizations are turning great
ideas into reality with support from Fusion Credit Union’s Full Circle Fund. Following
its latest intake, Fusion has committed a total of $56,000 to eight community
organizations, providing support to projects that will have lasting benefits for
residents.
École St. Lazare will receive $20,000 to support the development of a new school
and community fitness area, providing students and residents with greater access to
health and wellness opportunities. In addition, Fusion is committing $20,000 to 
Lil Eagles Nursery School in Ethelbert for the
development of a new playground for children
to learn, play and grow.

The Full Circle Fund was established to support community projects that require larger
donations. Applications are accepted year-round and reviewed twice annually, on April 1
and October 1, ensuring organizations have ongoing opportunities to access funding for
impactful initiatives.
“Communities thrive when organizations, volunteers, and local leaders have the
resources they need to bring important projects to life,” says Michelle Mazurkewich, 
Chief Strategy and Governance Officer at Fusion Credit Union. “Through our Full Circle Fund, we are proud to support initiatives
that enhances quality of life, strengthen community connections, and create lasting benefits for generations to come.”

The eight organizations selected through this latest intake represent a diverse range
of projects focused on recreation, education, wellness, and community
development. Since its inception in 2019, Fusion has invested over $1.06 million
through the Full Circle Fund to community-driven projects that improve local
infrastructure, promote wellbeing, and create opportunities for residents of all ages.
"Behind every successful project is
a dedicated group of volunteers,
leaders, and community
champions who are working to
make their communities better,”
adds Mazurkewich.

“We are proud to support their efforts and celebrate the positive difference they
make every day."
For a full list of winners and more information on the Full Circle Fund program,
or to apply for the October 1, 2026 intake, please visit fusioncu.com.

Leader Submission Reminder

Deadline for submitting your Leader entries is every 20
of the month. Please contact HEDC for space availability if
you are submitting late

th
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Hamiota Leader
Advertising

COMMUNITY
EMPOWERED

By Mayor Randy

Lints

The Leader is
accepting business

advertising!
For details and rates,

contact HEDC at
hedc@hamiota.com

Another thing which goes kind of unnoticed is the choir who
dedicate themselves to helping at funerals. At a recent family
funeral, I thought to myself how much better the event was
because of the choir. I know they enjoy music and love to help
but with very little applause they go under the radar with their
volunteer efforts. I know there are volunteers scattered all
through all of the churches in our area but on that particular
day at that funeral I was so thankful for the wonderful gesture
the choir provided with their wonderful leadership in song.

In this month’s Mayor’s Volunteer column, I would like to take
time to recognize all the volunteers who work to help make our
health care system remain the jewel in our community. Whether
you volunteer at Birch PCH to help with entertainment, crafts or
bingo or you sit and visit with people in the hospital, your
efforts are more than appreciated. I will not mention names in
case I forget someone but if you are ever in one of the health
facilities and see someone helping enrich the lives of our
community members, please feel free to thank them for helping
programs stay successful.

Manitoba producers impacted by significant early summer
rains and resulting flooding in June and July 2026 may be
eligible for the following AgriStability enhancements: 

waiving the 2025 application late filing penalty
 increasing the 2026 interim payment rate from 50% to
75% 
late participation for 2026

AGRISTABILITY ENHANCEMENTS FOR
MANITOBA PRODUCERS AFFECTED BY

WEATHER EVENTS AND FLOODING

Information on how to apply for can
be found on the Agriculture and Agri-
food Canada website or scan the QR
code provided

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ON HAMIOTA-
ASSINIBOINE COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP

Join us as the Town of Hamiota and Assiniboine College celebrate
a new partnership focused on expanding access to post-
secondary education and lifelong learning opportunities in our
region.
This signing event marks an exciting step forward as Hamiota
becomes a Virtual Hub for Assiniboine College Continuing
Studies, helping bring education and training closer to home.
Come celebrate this important milestone and learn more about
the opportunities this partnership will create for our community.
Date: September 2, 2026
Time: 2:00PM
Location: Hamiota Business HUB - 221A Elm Street, Hamiota
Everyone is welcome! We look forward to celebrating with you. 



Electronic sign announcements can
be submiited at hedc@hamiota.com
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Acres for Hamiota: Young Farmers Ready for the Harvest Ahead

 More details will be coming soon, including the Harvest Day date and
lunch time. Watch for posters and social media updates!

Supporting Our Community
Acres for Hamiota is also proud to support the Hamiota Curling Club,
providing funding to assist with the purchase of cameras and TVs. This
equipment will allow viewers to see the far end of the ice, making it
easier for spectators to follow the action and enjoy the games. 
Watch for more information about Harvest Day — we look forward to
seeing you there! 

Coming soon — Watch for the Harvest Day
date!

Join us for lunch and watch the combines, cart,
and trucks roll as our young farmers take the crop
off this year. Bring a chair and come enjoy a day
celebrating agriculture and our community.
Directions: Travel 7 miles south, then turn west —
you will see us!
Plans are underway for another great opportunity
to bring our community together, celebrate
agriculture, and enjoy the spirit of harvest season.
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HELP US ENHANCE THE CURLING
EXPERIENCE AT HAMIOTA CURLING CLUB!
We’re excited to share that the Hamiota Curling
Club has recently installed cameras on the ice
and TV’s in the upper viewing area!
This exciting upgrade will allow spectators to
see the action at the far end of the ice, making it
easier to follow the game and enjoy every shot.
We have received funding to cover 50% of the
project costs and are now looking for donations
to help cover the remaining balance.
Be a part of this fantastic upgrade! Your
monetary donation will help us continue
improving the curling experience for our
members, spectators, and visiting players.
As a thank-you, every donor will be recognized
with a plaque displayed in the curling club. Every
donation, big or small, is greatly appreciated!
Help us bring the action closer to the crowd and
support the future of curling in Hamiota!
 
Please contact Wes Gregory (204-764-0119) for
more information or to donate.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF
LEARNING IN HAMIOTA

Hamiota and Assiniboine College are seeking community input to
help shape future local education and training opportunities. As
Hamiota continues to grow as a Virtual Hub for Assiniboine College
Continuing Studies, your feedback will help identify:

Training and certification needs in our region
Courses and programs that support local workforce development
Opportunities for career advancement close to home

The survey only takes a few minutes to complete, and every response
helps guide future learning opportunities in our region.

Take the survey today and help build a stronger future for education in
Hamiota and surrounding communities.

Survey link on the poster
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Heather Todd, Winnipeg, Kent Smith (Yvonne), La Salle, and
Michael Smith (Brandi), Brandon, along with great-grandchildren,
Audrey and Colin Wan, Adrian Flett and Elena Todd, Kennedy and
Mikaela Smith, and Emmett and Asher Smith. He was
predeceased by his wife Eleanor; parents Emery and Agnes; his
sisters Phyllis and Mary; and infant grandson, Mark Smith. 
    Tom was born February 20, 1926 in Minnedosa. His mother
passed away when he was very young and his dad arranged for
him to be raised by George and Lizzy Anderson at Hamiota. With
the outbreak of World War II, Tom was determined to join the army
and head overseas. As soon as he reached the age of 18, he
enlisted and underwent basic training. However, by the time he
turned 18 on February 20, 1944, the war was drawing to a close
and he wasn’t posted overseas. His time in the army left him with
a great appreciation for the Armed Forces and the Royal
Canadian Legion. He was instrumental in the construction of the
memorial wall at the Hamiota cenotaph. After leaving the army, he
met his future wife, Eleanor. They were married in the evening of
June 26, 1947 at Young United Church, Winnipeg. Five years
later, Tom and Eleanor left their city jobs to pursue their dream of
farming. They returned to the Hamiota area where Tom was
raised. While farming Tom and Eleanor were a true partnership. 
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A LIFE WELL LIVED: HAMIOTA
REMEMBERS TOM SEDGWICK’S

LEGACY
Sedgwick: Thomas Osborne
Sedgwick, February 20, 1926 –
August 15, 2026. In his 101st
year, Thomas Osborne
Sedgwick’s life journey ended
on Saturday, August 15, 2026, at
Birch Lodge Personal Care
Home in Hamiota, Manitoba. He
will be sadly missed by his
daughters, Sandra Todd (Barry),
Winnipeg, Marlene Smith
(Allan), Hamiota; grandchildren,
Stacey Wan (Carl), Ottawa,

the Handi-van. He also drove school bus for many years.
Tom always made time for coffee, which enabled him to
monitor the pulse of the community. Tom and Eleanor were
avid travellers and together they visited many parts of
Canada as well as many countries in Europe and beyond,
including their favourite destination of Australia, where they
enjoyed extended winter vacations. In later years, Tom
maintained his home in Hamiota - watering, mowing and
spraying the weeds regularly until he was 98. He then
moved into Birch Personal Care Home, where he matched
wits with the staff on a regular basis. On February 20 of this
year, Tom celebrated his 100th birthday with his family in
attendance. At about the same time, Tom received the Royal
Canadian Legion Centenary Medal. 
    A celebration of Tom’s life will be held at the Hamiota
Community Hall on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 2:00 P.M.,
with interment at the Hamiota cemetery. Kent Smith
reflected on Tom‘s life, Heather Todd did a reading and
Michael Smith carried his urn to its final place of rest in the
cemetery. Campbell Funeral Home capably and
compassionately managed the arrangements. The family
extends special thanks to the staff of Birch Lodge for their
compassionate care. For those desiring, donations may be
made in Tom’s memory to Acres for Hamiota, c/o Box 100,
Hamiota MB R0M 0T0.

    Tom excelled at crop production while Eleanor
managed the farm accounts and household. Their
success was built on a foundation of hard work and
determination. Tom was adept at evolving to benefit from
the new opportunities and technologies in agriculture. He
loved to have the grandchildren come to visit, and they
have fond memories of joining him on the tractor to help
him with fieldwork.
         Tom was active in municipal politics and served as a
counsellor for the RM of Hamiota and Mayor of the Town
of Hamiota. He was also dedicated to providing volunteer
services to the community and drove the ambulance and 

The family of Tom "T.O." Sedgwick wishes to thank the
Hamiota community for the outpouring of love following
his passing on August 15, 2026, at age 100.
Over his remarkable century of life, Tom touched
countless lives — as a soldier, a farmer, municipal
councillor, mayor of Hamiota, ambulance driver, Handi-
Transit driver, and school bus driver. To all who knew him,
shared a story with him, or cared for him, including the
staff at Birch Lodge, thank you for being part of his
journey.
With gratitude, The Family of Tom Sedgwick
Marlene & Allan Smith
Sandra & Barry Todd



KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY INFORMED SEPTEMBER 2026

WWW.HAMIOTA.COM PAGE 6

MIDWEST ARTS COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROVINCE PROVIDES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FLOOD
RECOVERY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Many Manitoba residents, businesses, and organizations are continuing their recovery efforts following the flooding that
occurred between June 6 and July 1. To support those affected, the Province of Manitoba is providing financial assistance
through the Manitoba Flood Recovery Program (MFRP) and the Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA) program.
For homeowners impacted by basement flooding, a new Rapid Residential Assessment Model has been introduced to help
speed up the assessment process and deliver financial assistance more quickly. This approach allows eligible residents to
receive initial payments sooner, helping them begin cleanup, repairs, and restoration work without unnecessary delays.
Most eligible applicants have already received an initial $500 payment. Residents are encouraged to submit photos, receipts,
invoices, estimates, and other supporting documentation as soon as possible to ensure their claims can be processed
efficiently. Assistance may be available for basement restoration, essential household items, and certain flood-damaged
building components.

Support is also available for farms, small businesses, non-profit organizations, municipalities, and other local authorities through
the Disaster Financial Assistance program. These programs are designed to help communities restore essential services, repair
damaged infrastructure, and support long-term recovery.
Anyone affected by the flooding is encouraged to learn more about available assistance and application requirements. Together,
we can help our neighbours recover, rebuild, and move forward stronger than before.
For more information, visit www.gov.mb.ca/mfrp or www.gov.mb.ca/emo/funding/dfa.

Full article from MB Government website/News Releases
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A Moment for Families with Pastor Orland
Scripture:1 Thessalonians 4:17–18 says, “There will be one huge family reunion with the Master. So reassure one another with
these words.” What a picture. One day, every believer will gather together in the presence of Jesus—one massive, joy‑filled family
reunion that never ends. Heaven isn’t just a place of rest; it’s a place of reunion. We’ll see loved ones who knew the Lord. We’ll
meet believers from every tribe and nation. We’ll have all of eternity to talk with heroes of the faith—Moses, Abraham, Mary, Paul…
and yes, even Jonah. Imagine the conversations, the laughter, the worship, the stories shared across thousands of years of God’s
faithfulness. But the greatest moment will be the first one: seeing Jesus face‑to‑face. Everything else flows from that. And here’s
the hope that anchors us: we don’t earn our way into that reunion. Scripture reminds us, “It is by grace you have been saved… it is
the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8–9). Heaven is not a reward for good behavior—it’s a gift purchased by Christ and received through
faith. So today, let these words reassure your heart. No matter what you’re facing, no matter what grief or uncertainty you carry,
God has prepared a future where His family is gathered, whole, joyful, and together forever. There is no greater hope than this: A
family reunion with the Master that will never end.                                                                                                          Till next month,    
Pastor Orland

Ministries: 
Our regular ministries will resume in September. Stay tuned to our face book and web page for more for more info. 
Thursday September 17, 7: 00 PM. Cornerstone Family Worship Centre is hosting Creation Ministries International. Get ready
for a mind‑stretching, faith‑building night! Creation Ministries International is coming to share a powerful, eye‑opening presentation
that connects the Gospel with one of the biggest questions people ask today: How old is the earth… and why does it matter? This
isn’t a dry lecture. It’s fast‑paced, fascinating, and full of “aha!” moments. You’ll see how science, Scripture, and real‑world
evidence point to a God who created with purpose — and how understanding creation strengthens our confidence in Jesus. If
you’ve ever wondered… Does the age of the earth affect the Gospel? Can faith and science actually work together? How do we
talk about creation in a world full of opinions? …then this presentation is for you. Bring your curiosity. Bring your questions. Bring a
friend. Let’s explore the wonder of God’s world — and the power of His Word — together. 

Hamiota Donor’s Choice is seeking community
members to join as charity representatives. The
charities in need of representation are Arthritis
Society, Community Health & Housing,
Compassionate Friends, Manitoba Lung
Association, Multiple Sclerosis Society, Red Cross
Society and Salvation Army. Please note that if
charities do not have a representative, there is a
possibility of removal from Hamiota Donor’s Choice
list of charities. If you are interested in being a
representative, please email
hamiotadonorschoice@gmail.com and let us know
which charity you would like to represent or if you
have any questions. Thank you.

HAMIOTA DONOR’S CHOICE IS
LOOKING FOR REPRESENTATIVES

HAMIOTA 55+ CENTRE & R STORE NEWS
ACTIVITY DIRECTOR REQUIRED
With events and activities getting revved up to start, the Board of the 55+
Centre is looking to hire an Activity Director for 10-15 hours/week starting
ASAP. If you, or someone you know, is interested in creating a healthy, active
life for our seniors, please reach out to Wonda Brewer at 204-365-7271 or
Nancy Strachan at 204-748-7547 or email them at
55centrehamiota@gmail.com for complete details.

SEPTEMBER BBQ
Be sure to join us on Friday, September 4th, 11:30 - 1:00 for a
hamburger/cheeseburger  BBQ. Hope to see you there!

HAMIOTA BIRTHDAY CALENDAR
With fall fast approaching, it is time for us to start
gathering information for the 2027 Birthday
Calendar. If you ordered a calendar last year, you
will be receiving a phone call in the next few
weeks to confirm that you want to order a calendar
again for this year and if your information is up to
date. If you did not order a calendar last year, but
would like to, please reach out to Gwenda
Skayman at 204-365-7853.

HAMIOTA R STORE
The shortened Saturday hours seemed to work well for our volunteers so we
will be continuing with the hours of Tuesday 10-4; Friday 10-4 and Saturdays
10-1. Thanks for everyone's continued support!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
HAMIOTA EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT RESPONSE TEAM
Are you interested in helping your
community during emergencies?
The Town of Hamiota is seeking dedicated
volunteers to join its Emergency Management
Response Team. Volunteers play an important
role in helping the community prepare for,
respond to, and recover from emergencies such
as severe weather, flooding, fires, power
outages, and other unforeseen events.
No previous emergency management
experience is required. Training and support will
be provided. We are looking for community-
minded individuals who are willing to lend a
hand, assist residents, and help strengthen
Hamiota's emergency preparedness efforts.
By volunteering, you can make a real difference
when your community needs it most.
To learn more or express your interest in joining
the team, please contact the Town of Hamiota
Office.

Be prepared. Get involved. Help keep
Hamiota strong and resilient.

PALLATIVE CARE WORKSHOPS
ANNOUNCEMENT

     The Pallative Care Commiittee is sponsoring
two workshops on October 19  from 1:30PM-
4:00PM and October 22  from 1:30PM
-4:00PM. These workshops will take place  at
55+ Centre free of charge. 

th

nd

  Topics are Advance Care Planning and
Moving through Grief. The speaker is Cathy
Coulter, a death doula from Virden.
     Please call Pat Greenaway or Airdrie Knight
for more information or to register.  Thank you. 

LAST CALL FOR ANY CHANGES ON 
THE VOTER’S LIST

The municipality of Hamiota is calling for all
residents to make sure that your name is on the
voter’s list. Please come to the Hamiota
Municipal Office, 75 Maple Avenue to:

1.Register as a new voter or just turned 18
years old

2.Report a deceased voter
3.Update your personal information

Contact SEO via email at hedc@hamiota.com or
in-person from 8:30AM to 4:30PM, Monday to
Friday. Thank you
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