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BRANDON CRITICAL CARE CENTRE NEARS COMPLETION
  FULL ARTICLE FROM PRAIRIE MOUNTAIN HEALTH

The new Critical Care Centre at Brandon Regional Health Centre (BRHC) is set to open this spring, marking a major
expansion of health services for western Manitoba. The $120‑million redevelopment significantly increases critical
care and inpatient capacity to better meet growing regional demand.
Once fully staffed, adult ICU capacity will increase from 10 to 16 beds, with 12 opening initially and four added later. A
new 30‑bed Internal Medicine Unit is also included, with 15 beds opening now and the remaining 15 to follow. The
upgraded ICU will feature all private rooms—many with ensuite bathrooms—improving patient comfort, privacy, and
infection prevention.
As the only ICU between Winnipeg and Regina along the Trans‑Canada Highway, BRHC plays a crucial role as
Manitoba’s second referral centre, serving patients across the province and neighbouring Saskatchewan. Provincial and
Prairie Mountain Health officials say the expansion will reduce transfers to Winnipeg, improve patient flow, and allow
more people to receive critical care closer to home.
The project was supported by the Province of Manitoba, Prairie Mountain Health, and significant community
fundraising led by the BRHC Foundation’s Foundation for Care campaign.

FERTILIZER SUPPLY RISKS RISING FOR 2026
   Full Article from Farm Credit Canada

Conflict in the Middle East is tightening global nitrogen fertilizer
supplies and driving prices higher, raising concerns for Canadian
farmers ahead of the 2026 planting season. With key exporters
disrupted and limited alternatives, eastern Canada—more reliant
on imports—faces the greatest risk of shortages and higher costs,
potentially squeezing farm margins if tensions persist.
Impact on Canadian Farmers

Rising input costs: Higher nitrogen prices increase production
costs, with fertilizer already making up 20–25% of total crop
costs, squeezing margins for fertilizer‑intensive crops.
Supply and timing risks: Shipping disruptions could delay
spring deliveries, forcing changes to application timing or
fertilizer rates and potentially affecting yields.
Regional vulnerability: Eastern Canadian farmers face greater
risk due to reliance on imports and limited on‑farm storage,
while western producers have more short‑term buffer.
Farm planning pressure: Tighter margins and uncertainty
increase the need for early coordination with input suppliers
and financial lenders ahead of the 2026 season.

Overall, continued conflict and
supply uncertainty increase
both cost risk and operational
risk for Canadian farmers,
underscoring the importance of
early planning, communication
with retailers, and financial
contingency strategies.
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Hamiota Leader
Advertising

COMMUNITY EMPOWERED

By Mayor Randy

Lints

The Leader is
accepting business

advertising!
For details and rates,

contact HEDC at
hedc@hamiota.com

In my role as Mayor of Hamiota Municipality I see a lot of organizations and groups who are really the
heartbeat of the community. Some groups like the Hamiota Lions club or Acres for Hamiota are groups
with a large, broad purpose and fundraise to help everyone they can. Some groups such as the Sports
Complex Board have a specific purpose in their efforts. Currently they have started a fundraiser to look
at roof repairs by having a concert event in June. Others have fundraising efforts that have blossomed
into their own events like the car show in July with involvement from the Arts Centre. Whether you are
an individual or a group and your community effort benefits old or young it is these efforts seen or
anonymous that make so much difference to our daily lives. 4-H groups, Girl Guides, Cubs and Scouts,
and many more educational efforts for the youth in our community help build a solid foundation for our

future in so many ways. My shout out this month goes to the McConnell Beef Club and the Decker Country Riders. These two
programs are great examples of setting up the youth in our community for future success by helping them learn skills in many
ways. The youth learn how to be leaders and although the parents are involved the youth become partners in the success of the
group. The McConnell Beef club has been around in one name or another for 100+ years.

     STARS originally applied for a grant from the Hamiota Community Foundation, who invest the contributions they
receive and use the income earned to make grants to a wide range of charitable groups. Realizing that the need for
rural emergency medical service is of critical importance, the Foundation decided to pull in more support.   
    They joined forces with Acres for Hamiota and the Hamiota District Health Centre Foundation that serves Miniota,
Hamiota, Oakview and Wallace-Woodworth. The $7,500 grant to STARS was the result.
     The grant application from STARS requested funding for a Hamilton T1 ventilator. This device is intended to provide
critical respiratory support to severely ill or injured patients during transport. The ventilator is compact, portable, and
highly versatile. It is designed for use in ambulances, helicopters, airplanes, and other medical transport situations.
In their grant application STARS noted that their operational policy is to reach patients by any means required. While
helicopters are often associated with STARS, the organization says that it also uses airplanes and ground ambulances
depending on the situation. 
    STARS plans to give back to the community by providing Hamiota area residents with education and safety training
delivered directly in the community. This includes landing zone training for fire departments, site workers and first
responders, as well as critical care simulation training for rural health care providers.
In 2025-26, STARS flew 1,233 missions in Manitoba. Over 1,200 Manitobans could be impacted by this project.

RURAL PARTNERSHIP FUELS STARS MISSION IN HAMIOTA
 BY DALE DAVISON COURTESY EMPIRE-ADVANCE

     Last year the Shock Trauma Air Rescue Service (STARS) flew two
missions to Hamiota. In addition, over the years, the community of
Hamiota has supported the organization through a fuel cache to enable
emergency equipment to be ready for its next patient.
  STARS is a charitable not-for-profit organization that responds to
emergency needs across the province. They draw their funding from
government, individuals, service associations, businesses and charitable
foundations. On March 24, three Hamiota community groups got
together to present STARS with three $2,500 donations.

Foundation and Acres for Hamiota, (L-R) Eric Rawlings (HCF), Dale Brooks
(HCF), Brent Fortune (HDHCF), Murray Lockhart (HCF), Mark Knight (AforH),

Vaughn Wilson (HDHCF)- Photo: Dale davison
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DECKER DAY CELEBRATION
Save the date: July 18, 2026. Decker Community is
hoping you will be able to attend an afternoon of
visiting and catching up on the news of all former
Decker residents and friends. We will be
commencing festivities at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
July 18th. If  you are interested, please contact
Greg Little at (204) 412-0215 or Linda Wilson at
(204) 764-2642 for further details.

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE
@ 111 OAK AVE. HAMIOTA

G. SKAYMAN’S
FRIDAY MAY 1: 4 – 7 PM &

SATURDAY MAY 2: 9 AM – 3 PM
FRIDAY, MAY 8: 4 – 7 PM &

SATURDAY, MAY 9: 9 AM – 3 PM

GARAGE SALE
115 - 5  Street N.E.th

Friday, May 8 - 4:00 - 7:00PM
Saturday, May 9 - 9:00AM- 1:00PM

Kitchen, Garden, Books, Toys, Shoes, Boots, Luggage,
Office, Cookware, Bicycle, Honda Tiller, Clothes, 

Seasonal Decorations

SENIOR SERVICES SNIPPETS
Hi Everyone!!! Sorry we have been a bit behind with keeping things up to date. Leslie is healing along and is slowly getting herself
back to work and being able to do more things with the seniors. Its been a long haul that’s for sure!! We would like you to know a few
things that has happened in the past few months that are absolutely amazing

Hamiota senior services received fund from the Hamiota Lions club in the amount of $2100.00 to purchase a new knee scooter
and a wheelchair. We most graciously thank the Lions club for that.
We received a wonderful donation from Gaye Sheardown in the amount of $2500.00 which was a joint donation of $5000.00
between Senior Services and the 55+ centre. This will definitely help with some activities for the seniors of Hamiota!! Thank you
very much Gaye!
We received a $2000.00 grant from Hamiota Community Foundation to place a wheelchair accessible picnic table at the war
memorial park. Thank you very much for that donation.
We also received a $500 grant from the Healthy Living for our awesome Buddy Program. We ended the session with a pizza
party!!!
We also were successful in planning musical events thanks to the New Horizons grant which was very well received. We hope to
continue to bring these amazing talents to Hamiota again
We had a successful walking program at the community hall with Ryan Hamilton walking 296,562 steps!! We presented him with
a gift card to Hamiota COOP. We would like to thank the Hamiota Rec department along with the Community Hall board and
the New Horizons grant for purchasing the pedometers. We are hoping to start again the fall.
Lastly a new chapter begins with Hamiota Senior Services. Effective May 1st we will be located at 214 - 4th St South . We would
like to say thank you to the 55+ centre for their time of having us there. We also would like to send out a huge THANK YOU to
Dave Rawlings as he has graciously donated his building for our use for an office space and for our equipment lending program.
We will provide the footcare service there and will continue the same service, just a different location. Murray’s hearing is on hold
for now as Murray takes some time to recover. 
Hot dog days will soon be upon us so look out for that

We would like to thank community members for helping us along in our adventures. 
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Leader
Submission
Reminder

Deadline for submitting your Leader entries is
every 20  of the month. Please contact HEDC
for space availability if you are submitting late

th

McConnell 4H Beef Club's 93rd
Annual Achievement. 

June 8 at Strathclair Arena, 9:30
start
 There is a complimentary supper at
5:00 pm and the steer sale is at 6:00
pm. We will be selling 15 market
steers this year. If  anyone has any
questions they can contact Sarah
Ramsey - 204-764-0429 or Trevor
Woychyshyn 204-821-5108.

RAISE THE ROOF!
FUNDRAISER FOR HAMIOTA

SPORTS COMPLEX.
FEATURING KENDRA KAY,
COUNTRY MUSIC ARTIST.

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 - $50
TICKETS AVAILABLE @

RAWLINGS HOME
HARDWARE

FOR MORE INFO CALL
LEEANN H. 2047647053

Hamiota Town Wide Garage Sale

- A Hamiota Chamber of

Commerce Initiative -

Saturday May 9, 2026

Register a table at Rawlings

Home Hardware

Garage Sale Maps will be

available on Friday, May 8 for

Pick Up
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Acres for Hamiota is gearing up to grow a wheat crop in 2026. We have already
received some generous fertilizer donations, but with the steep increase in prices,
we are looking for additional support to help lower our costs.
If you are interested in helping, you can purchase fertilizer in any amount through
Redfern Farm Services. A receipt will be issued in the producer’s name, and the
tonnage will be applied directly to the Acres for Hamiota account. Your support
would be of great value to the Acres for Hamiota board.
We’re also proud to share that STARS has received funding from the Hamiota
Community Foundation, Hamiota District Health Centre Foundation Inc. and Acres
for Hamiota, with each group contributing $2,500 toward a portable ventilator. This
ventilator is compact and versatile and can be used in a variety of environments
such as ambulances, helicopters, and airplanes. A strong example of the impact of
community collaboration.

ACRES FOR HAMIOTA – 2026 WHEAT CROP 

Pictured are some representatives from each of the
organizations: (L–R): Eric Rawlings, Dale Brooks, Brent
Fortune, Murray Lockhart, Mark Knight, and Vaughn
Wilson. Photo by Dale Davison

✂️ Hairdresser Opportunity – Birch Lodge Personal Care Home ✂️
We are looking for a compassionate and reliable Hairdresser/Hairstylist to provide
services to our residents in a warm and welcoming long term care home environment.
This is a wonderful opportunity to make a meaningful impact while doing what you love
while helping our residents look and feel their best.
What We Offer:
A designated salon space within the home * Equipment provided * A supportive and
appreciative environment * Flexible scheduling
Availability: Ideally 2 days per week, with flexibility to adjust based on resident needs
and your availability
Responsibilities:
Provide haircuts, styling, and basic hair care services * Build positive, respectful
relationships with residents * Maintain a clean and safe workspace
We’re Looking For Someone Who: Has experience as a licensed hairdresser/hairstylist
Is patient, kind, and enjoys working with seniors *Is dependable and self-motivated
Experience working with elderly or vulnerable populations is an asset
If you’re looking for a rewarding opportunity where your work truly makes a difference,
we would love to hear from you!

To Apply:
Please contact Leah Black

Manager-Health Services - LTC
Cell:204-764-7051

Community Futures Westman is pleased to announce their intake is now open for the Side Hustle Micro Grant Program

Open for applicants ages 15 to 39 who are starting a business or have a business and need to start or expand. Succesfull
applicants receives a non-repayable $500 grant. Check out Community Futures Westman website for more details. 

Please note a few
changes this intake:

Only 15 applicants will
be accepted

New applicants only no
returnees

Deadline is May 30th,
2026
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A Moment for Families with Pastor Orland
“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your

faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)
Everyone has failed and made mistakes — some small, some huge, some that still echo in our hearts. Shame, isolation, and despair
may feel like your only companions. But the good news is this: Jesus is with you even in your biggest moment of failure. You may
feel like giving up on God, but He is never going to give up on you… never. To help us through our failure, Jesus does three things:
He prays for us. Even before Peter failed, Jesus told him, “I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail.” (Luke 22:32 NASB)
Right now, Jesus is praying for you. Scripture says, “He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.” (Hebrews 7:25 NLT)
Secondly Jesus believes you can heal and recover. Jesus said to Peter, “When you have repented and turned to Me again…” (Luke
22:32). Jesus knew Peter would sin, fail, and eventually return. We all fail — sometimes repeatedly. Our greatest weaknesses often
show up in habits we struggle to break. God isn’t only there for the one‑time big failure. He is there when we stumble again and
again. Thirdly, Jesus shows us mercy. When we fail, Jesus doesn’t add to our guilt — He rescues us. After Peter denied Him, Jesus
didn’t punish him. Instead, He blessed him with a miraculous catch of fish. Jesus is willing to do for us what we could never do on
our own. God’s mercy is not dependent on our performance. Turn to Him today. He will never give up on you. God is faithful.

Till next month, Pastor Orland
Ministries: 

Youth Ministry- Every Wednesday after school. Good food, fun and Bible Study. All are welcome. 
Men’s Bible Study- Every Wednesday morning at 8:30 AM.

Women’s Ministry- May Meeting 23 Call the church for more information 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting – 7:30–8:30 PM James 5:16(b) The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and

produces wonderful results. 
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EXCEPTIONAL MUSICIANS THRILL HAMIOTA AUDIENCE 
BY ANNE DAVISON - COURTESY OF RIVERS BANNER

Penny Buhr at the keys and Garnet Knight with fiddle in hand,
guide dog at Penny’s side as Knight addresses the Hamiota
audience. PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

It was family reunion time in Hamiota Hall as an exceptional musical duo unleashed their
musical talent on Sunday afternoon. 
Garnet Knight, a world class fiddler and son of Glen Knight had attended Hamiota school.
A nephew of Hamiota’s Wilma Bell he had many connections to Hamiota. His presence at
a class reunion in the area last year sparked the idea to invite the duo for this concert.
Garnet is a third-generation musician from Chalet Beach near Matlock, Manitoba. 
He began performing in old-time fiddle competitions as a child (a fiddle champion) and
was working in country, bluegrass, and western swing bands by age 15.
Garnet moved to Calgary in 1988 and spent nearly a decade performing in the city’s
vibrant country music scene and in mountain ski-resort venues. Since returning to
Manitoba in 1997, he continues performing with groups like The Spectacles, The Grant
Simpson Jazz Swing Quartet, and of course, with Penny as part of their duo. He’s a fiddle,
guitar and mandolin teacher and a contest judge and mentor in the fiddle community.
Penny Buhr stars with thrilling keyboard and vocals. 
A Winnipeg-born singer-songwriter, and multi-instrumentalist, Buhr has been performing since childhood—beginning as a church pianist
at age 12 and later earning her RCM Grade 10 Piano certification. 
As she became known as a vocalist she was challenged by someone to sing jazz. “I listened to Miles Davis, (many) original Jazz artists,
Ella Fiztgerald…” she said, and soon made it her own. Hamiota heard several of her signature compositions including one about the man
in the moon, which won her a prestigious career milestone – First Place at The Manitoba Voice Competition in Portage la Prairie.
When she performed it in Hamiota she said it was the focus she chose in light of her circumstances. Buhr sang her delightful piece, “No
Time to Be Blue, Mr. Man in the Moon.” You see, she faces deteriorating eyesight and is now legally blind. Her guide dog Mr. T. was a
charming and well-behaved stage companion.
The New Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP) federal grant supports projects designed by seniors and for seniors making the
‘Penny and Garnet’ show a free event that drew the community’s older set. When everything has become very expensive, this was a great
way to nurture the community.
It was a toe tapping event with fiddle favourites like Maple Sugar on the menu. The duo took requests and dancers took to the floor, jive
style. This warm-hearted show included Wayfaring Stranger and ended with Garnet playing the beautiful, Ashokan Farewell.
The duo can be found at pennyandgarnet.com PENNY INTRODUCES HER GUARDIAN ANGEL

BY ANNE DAVISON- COURTESY OF RIVERS BANNER

Troubadour and two of his siblings (out of litter of eight) made it through. At 12 months old the dogs take a final exam with two tries to pass.
They are taken into traffic, restaurants, and many situations. 
“He passed, everywhere, with flying colours,” says Penny proudly. “The process on my side took two years. At that time there were 200
people waiting for one dog that was ready. It was a great deal to be selected. You have to be walking a certain amount at a certain speed.”
How does the dog help? “His communication is very subtle, but he tells me a lot,” says Penny.
On Sunday, Troubadour lay beside Penny as she performed on keys and vocals, rising for his kibble treat on cue – audience applause.
She encourages anyone looking for a charity to consider donating to the life changing guide dog project. “He’s changed my life and I’m not
afraid to go anywhere, anytime. He’s my angel.”

Spacial Note: This event was organized by Hamiota Senior Services and sponsored by New Horizon Grant

Troubadour was a surprising guest at Hamiota Community Hall on Sunday. His harness gave away
his purpose and Penny’s cane completed the picture. 
Troubadour is a Guide Dog for the Blind graduate who gives performing musician Penny Buhr a
way to navigate this world since her visual impairment due to retinitis pigmentosa.
With deteriorating eyesight her life abruptly changed. “About nine years ago I got hit by a car. I flew
over three lanes – 15 – 20 feet. My life did not flash before my eyes… all I wondered was ‘how long
I’m going to be in the air?’ It was quite a miracle,” she recounts. He daughter, a nurse, told her she
must have had angels cushioning her fall. She didn’t break any bones except a cracked elbow.
Her daughter insisted that she needed a guide dog. They found, Guide Dogs for the Blind school –
GDB.com, the longest running school and the one with an exceptional reputation for dogs who do
not get distracted and fail their person.
“It was a 16-year-old girl that raised Troubadour. First, they get chosen from the litter because they
show confidence and caution. From five weeks old they are watched to see what kind of inclinations
they would have. They can’t be sneaky … lazy or aggressive,” Penny explains.
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HAPPY SPRING!

Available every first
week of the month at

the following locations:

Hamiota Coop
Hamiota Library

Hamiota 55+ Centre
TJ’s Convenience Store
Hamiota Superthrifty

Park & Lilac
Residences

Hamiota Clinic
Municipal Office

Hamiota Business Hub
Hamiota Hotel
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	Troubadour and two of his siblings (out of litter of eight) made it through. At 12 months old the dogs take a final exam with two tries to pass. They are taken into traffic, restaurants, and many situations.  “He passed, everywhere, with flying colours,” says Penny proudly. “The process on my side took two years. At that time there were 200 people waiting for one dog that was ready. It was a great deal to be selected. You have to be walking a certain amount at a certain speed.” How does the dog help? “His communication is very subtle, but he tells me a lot,” says Penny. On Sunday, Troubadour lay beside Penny as she performed on keys and vocals, rising for his kibble treat on cue – audience applause. She encourages anyone looking for a charity to consider donating to the life changing guide dog project. “He’s changed my life and I’m not afraid to go anywhere, anytime. He’s my angel.”
	Spacial Note: This event was organized by Hamiota Senior Services and sponsored by New Horizon Grant
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