AUGUST
2021

Hamiota Fire Department –
Rapid Response/ Trailer Initiative
Since 1905 the Hamiota Fire Department has been dedicated to providing essential fire protection and rescue
service to our community as well as the surrounding area whenever called upon.
In 2021 we were blessed to receive funds very generously through a government grant program called Manitoba
Fire Protection Grant. These funds were granted to be used toward the purchase of specific new equipment.
Varying from replacement of essential equipment such as 10 new breathing apparatus, specialty PPE for every
member of the department all the way to an all-new piece of equipment to us. A Polaris UTV with a grass fire
skid which will certainly make the departments spring and fall grass fire season much easier without a doubt.
Beyond all the fire gear and fancy new machines, we were even more fortunate and truly honored to have been
approached by a local family who wanted to make an anonymous donation to better the emergency service
coverage in not only our area but approximately 100 km radius of our town as well.
We now have a STARS air ambulance refueling trailer which we will be managing. Very exciting news for us and
we are proud to be a part of it!
Fortunate as we are with all the generous new additions, they have left us unprepared in a sense. With the new
UTV and the refueling trailer we are finding that getting them to scenes is an issue. More equipment is
necessary in order to effectively integrate them into our responses.
Our initiative is to raise funds to purchase this equipment. Our goal is $35,000
To date we have $15,000 available to us through Municipal funds.
Primarily funds would be used to purchase a newer used ¾ or 1 ton truck and outfit it with emergency lighting
and siren to be used for pulling trailers to emergency calls as well as transporting manpower and resources to
and around the fire ground.
Secondly, we will be needing an enclosed trailer to haul and store our UTV as well as some other gear that does
not need to be inside the hall at all times. We are finding our fire hall is suddenly not as big as we once thought
it was. We have quickly begun to run out of space inside however leaving the equipment out in the weather is
not an option for us.
We are reaching out to organizations, groups and clubs in and around our service area in hopes that they will
support our initiative.
Our goal is to provide a higher level of protection and emergency support to everyone.
All of us at the Hamiota Fire Department sincerely appreciate your consideration and support. Without it we
would not be able to operate.
Any questions can be directed to myself.
Sincerely,
Josh Currah
Hamiota Fire Department cell: 204-764-0441
email: Hamiotafd@gmail.

At this time we would like to extend a sincere thank you to the anonymous donor
that donated the refueling trailer designed for fueling STARS air ambulance.
Additionally, we want to recognize STARS and the valuable essential service they
provide to the province.

Grant Score Hamiota Municipality
HAMIOTA TRUCK ROUTE NETWORK
REHABILITATION
Hamiota Municipality is receiving the largest amount of funding of
any group in Westman; the Hamiota Truck Route Network
Rehabilitation Project under the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program.
Under the program, the funding will be split between the Federal
government ($2,467,121*), the Provincial government
($1,370,486) and the Municipality ($274,262). The project aims
to renew approximately 108 km of roadway, upgrading the weight
and volume capacity within the municipal truck route network.
*Subject to satisfactory completion of Indigenous consultation
Tristan Urquhart, Hamiota Municipality Chief Administrative Officer, is moving
back to his roots in Ontario. Tristan began working for the municipality team
in 2016, first as assistant CAO, then transitioned into the role of CAO in May
2018. Tristan will be missed by the Mayor, Council, and office staff for his
quick wit, leadership skills, problem-solving skills, and sense of humour to
name a few.
At this time we would like to extend sincere best wishes to Tristan, Mandi,
and their daughter Seryn who have been a wonderfully positive addition to
our community. The office staff loved to hear the entrance of a little voice
and footsteps when Seryn would occasionally join us after daycare or school.
On Wednesday, August 18 the municipality celebrated Tristan by hosting a
farewell lunch at the golf course. Mayor Larry Oakden and Assistant CAO Robin Cripps shared memories of Tristan’s time in Hamiota and said “thank
you!”. Tristan, Mandi, and Seryn we will miss you and wish your family the
very best!
Sincerely,
Hamiota

requirements.

Mayor Larry Oakden and CAO Tristan
Urquhart. Farewell...

CONDO LIVING HAMIOTA 74 Maple Ave
Unit 4 available July 1. 1050 sq ft 2 bed 1
bath suite with attached garage, one
floor no stairs. $1350/mth. For more
information call or text Mark—
204-720-1913 or email

Advertisement
204-764-0058
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Hamiota Claims Bronze
at Softball MB U19 ‘A’
Girls Championship
What a season! This year’s Female U19 Red Sox team
consisted of (pictured on left): Back Row Coaches-Darcy
Heapy & Nancy Smith, Players-Mallory Lockhart
(Carberry), Payton Malchuk (Birtle), Jana McTavish
(Hamiota), Jillian Burt (Oak River), Danika Smith
(Hamiota), Coaches: Michelle Knight & Jason McTavish
Front Row-Hailey Chappell (Hamiota), Kate-Leigh Heapy
(Oak River), Amy Hrycak (Shoal Lake), Rianna Laite
(Miniota), Kyia Knight (Hamiota), & Kyla Good
(Hamiota).

The 2021 softball season was up in the air due to the COVID-19 pandemic. All teams organized in the spring and
began practicing in the arena wearing masks and following guidelines from the province, Softball /Baseball
Manitoba, and Hamiota Minor Ball. The team had just started practicing outside in warmer temperatures when
everything got shut down because COVID-19 numbers were on the rise. Time passed and at the end of June
Softball and Baseball MB were given the green light to reorganize and fire up once more. That meant confirming to
see if the players were all still interested? Fortunately, all the girls were still committed to play but unfortunately,
that was not the case in other communities. The U19 team was originally organized in a league with Russell,
Brandon, & Carberry but none of those teams could find enough girls to commit. They asked to join the Southwest
League and thankfully their league let us in to play which consisted of Virden, Souris, Hamiota U16’s, and U19’s.
Provincials were held at the Ashley Neufeld Softball Complex in Brandon from August 13th-15th. Hamiota kicked
off the tournament playing Bonivital West Blue on Friday the 13th at 4 p.m. winning 7-0 after 5 innings. Saturday
was a busy hot day for the girls playing 3 games in 30 plus temperatures. The team began the day at 11 a.m.
playing Bonivital West Red with a final score of 23-8. Following that game, they played at 1:00 p.m. versus
Bonivital East winning 6-5. The final game on Saturday was against Headingly at 5:00 p.m. where the Red Sox
pulled off their 4th win of the tournament winning 9-1. With the record of 4 and 0, this put Hamiota in first going
into Sunday’s semifinals. The day on Sunday began at 9 a.m. playing the 4th seated team, Winkler. Unfortunately,
in this game, the Red Sox took their first loss of the season losing 12-6. The girls then had to regroup, refocus, and
get ready for the bronze medal game that was scheduled directly after. That is what they did and came out playing
their game. Hamiota played Bonivital West Blue in the Bronze Medal Game-winning 7-0. Final scores from the medal games were Winkler (Gold) 9-1 vs. Bonivital East (Silver) and Hamiota (Bronze) 7-0 vs Bonivital West Blue.
During the 2021 softball season, the Hamiota U19’s had 13 games, winning 12 and losing 1. They had 112 runs
for and 50 runs against.
The team would like to acknowledge the Hamiota Parks staff for preparing diamonds for practices and games,
Taylor Madsen for organizing umpires all season long, the umpires throughout the season, the Hamiota Minor Ball
executive, organizers for the provincial tournament, and the Ashley Neufeld Sports Complex volunteers and staff
who made sure the diamonds were in perfect shape. Kudos to Brandon on a well-facilitated weekend. A special
thank you to the fans that came out to cheer the team on all season long and supplying cold drinks and snacks in
Brandon… meant a lot!

VACCINES AVAILABLE AT the CLINIC
COVID-19 vaccines are available at the Hamiota & District Medical Clinic. Moderna and Pfizer are available.
Call the clinic to book your appointment. 204-764-4218
Acres for Hamiota is looking forward to Harvest Day! Stay tuned for posters and
information posted on the electronic sign and social media (once we are closer) for a
harvest date. We want to share that day with the public by having lunch in the field for
everyone!! People can watch the combines, trucks and cart roll! A community event
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that you won’t want to miss!!

2021 CRABBY OPEN
On Saturday July 31, 2021 at the Hamiota Golf Club 16 teams teed off for the Annual Crabby Open. The event
is held in memory of Dallas Strachan who passed away 10 years ago from ALS. Friends and family of Dallas
fondly remember his support of the Hamiota Golf Club and many other sports that he participated in and
coached during his life in Hamiota. The tournament is held as a fundraiser for the golf club and for ALS
Research.
The day started as it had been done in the past with a toast to Dallas’ memory. This year the toast was given by
Dallas’ very good friend Larry Houck.
It was a beautiful day for golf and everyone that attended had a very enjoyable day.
After 18 gruelling holes the winner of this year’s tournament with a score of 15 below par was the team from
Fusion Credit Union consisting of Darwin Johns, Sean McQuarrie, Greg Facey and Chad Facey.
The winners of the chipping contest were Dan Therrien & Chad Facey
Closest to the hole Bill Feschuk on Hole No. 3
The long drive winner was Darwin Johns
The Hamiota Golf Club Executive would like to thank all participants and sponsors for their contributions
towards the success of this year’s tournament.

HAMIOTA GOLF CLUB
2021 NIGHT GOLF
Friday September 17, 2021
Tee Off at Dusk

Hockey registration will open on July
15th, 2021 and close August 15th,
2021
Hamiota Minor Hockey AGM will be
hosted on September 7th, 2021 @
7:30pm in the Hamiota & District
Sports Complex.
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What’s Happening at the Arts Centre?
We are very excited to have welcomed people back to the Heritage Arts Centre in recent weeks. In accordance
with current health restrictions attendance will be limited to 50% capacity with social distancing measures in
place. To protect our patrons we kindly request that masks continue to be worn in our building. Thank you for
your understanding!
Summer Dessert Deliveries
Now that you can gather with friends and family and meet for a cup of tea – leave the dessert to us! The
Mid-West Arts Council is excited to again this year offer delicious “Dessert Deliveries!” (or pick-ups) every
Thursday beginning Aug. 19 and running until the end of September. Desserts are $5 each and can be ordered
through the Mid-West Arts Council Office (204-764-2400) by Mondays at 3:00pm. Here’s what’s on the menu:
August 19 - Peach Shortcake
August 26 - Manitoba Mud
Sept. 2 - Pineapple Upside-Down Cake
Sept. 9 – Teacher’s Favorite Apple Crumble
Sept. 16 - Luscious Lemon Slice
Sept. 23 - Skor Cake
Sept. 30 - Hawaiian Wedding Cake
We’ll be making the desserts fresh weekly at the arts centre, so if anyone would like to lend a pair of hands,
just let the office know – so much fun to get together again!
Iris Stepping Stone Painting Class
Monday, August 16th 7-9:30 p.m. - FULL
Friday, August 20th 7-9:30 – a few spaces available
A fun evening of painting an Iris stepping stone with Joan Trott.
Cost: $25 (all materials included)
To register call 764-2400 or email midwestartscentre@gmail.com
More classes will be added to our fall schedule soon.
Exhibitions
We have extended the Hamiota Art Club’s “Working from Home” exhibition
through the month of August. Come in and see the beautiful works produced by
this talented group.
Want to be added to our email list? Send a message to
midwestartscentre@gmail.com to let us know and we will keep you up to date on Arts Centre—August 12, 2021
coming events.

If you are interested in getting
your business advertised in the
Leader email Nancy at
hedc@hamiota.com or phone
204-764-3040 ext 107 for more
information
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Announcements
True Kindness

Murray and Lori Lockhart
of Hamiota along with
Peter and Lynn Foss of
St. John NB are thrilled
to announce the marriage
of their children Troy
and Laura on July
17/21. A wedding social
celebration will be held
on Dec. 18/21 in the
Hamiota Hall.

Maddi and Dayton Currah did a
very kind thing; after the waste
collections on Tuesdays, they
took it upon themselves to pick up
all of their neighbours’ empty
recycling boxes and garbage cans
from the curb and bring them
back to each house. From your
neighbours, we want to let you
know that it was very much
appreciated.
Thank you Maddi and Dayton!

Thanks
We would like to thank the community of Hamiota for your many contributions toward a farewell gift of a Visa
Gift Card.
Having lived in Hamiota for almost 40 years, we have made many friends, joined many committees and raised
our daughters, Paige and Laine. All the while, at various times, we were running the IGA store, working 38 years
at Hamiota Lab and Imaging, managing a computer business, farming for 34 years, being part of Hamiota Town
and RM council for 12 years, solving world issues at the coffee shop, and encouraging our girls in their sports,
4H, Festival, various odd jobs and lifeguarding.
We are very proud to have been part of such a progressive community and to have called it home for all of
these years. We will miss you and remember you always. Thank you for your support and friendship,
Wayne, Kim, Paige and Laine Mathison.

The Hamiota United Church Thrift Shop will be hosting a Bag Sale on September 3 ,7, and 10.
For $3.00 fill a grocery bag and for $10.00 fill a large bag. We will be closed September 14th and reopen on
September 17th with all new merchandise. Find your fall and winter wardrobe at the Hamiota Thrift Shop.

Hamiota Economic Development Corporation is looking for a board member (s). Contact Nancy
Smith if you are interested and for more information. E: hedc@hamiota.com or 204-764-3050 ext. 107
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Community Futures Westman
Community Futures Westman, Community Development Analyst Wendy
Petersen, traveled to Hamiota on Wednesday, August 10th to present
cheques to Hamiota Minor Ball and Decker Country Riders 4-H Club.
Community Futures established the COVID-19 Assistance Program to
assist organizations with funds to
properly run their programs during
the pandemic. They launched this
program in our region and received
18 applicants who all received
$1000.00 in funding including
Hamiota Minor Ball and Decker
Country Riders 4-H Club. This
program aided both clubs throughout the pandemic when participant
numbers declined, normal events
were canceled, and fundraising was
a challenge due to COVID-19.
Thanks Community Futures
Wendy Petersen—Community Futures
Westman for seeing the need for
Westman and Kaleigh Argue –Hamiota
this assistance and helping
Minor Ball Player
organizations during this
challenging time.

Wendy Petersen– Community Futures
Westman and Kristi and Kaleigh Argue—
Decker Country Riders 4-H Club

A moment for families from Pastor Orland
It’s almost inevitable in conversations these days to hear the comment, “What is going on in the
world?” Trouble, wars, disease, and global unrest. We are truly living in the end times of history
as we know it. In Matthew 24:14 we read, “The Good News about God’s kingdom will be
preached in all the world, to every nation. Then the end will come.” Did you read that? Then the end will come…
History is about to conclude. Every generation in recorded history has seen its fair share of trouble and evil, making
many think that it was the end at that time. However, it is the preaching of God’s Word in all the world that points to
the nearness of Christ’s return and the rapture of His church. Today, with advancements in technology, the Good
News of Jesus Christ is being shared literally everywhere! Listen carefully, God’s Word tells us how it is going to
end. God’s Word is very, very clear. So how should we respond? The apostle Peter had a straightforward answer.
“Since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on
fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” (II Peter 3:10-12). As we see history conclude, we are to
practice holiness and do good to others wherever and whenever we can. In Galatians 6:10, The Apostle Paul says,
“Therefore as we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
Our instruction from God’s Word is to live a life that brings glory to God and while we wait for His return, we are
encouraged to really live! Continue to live your life with a joyful expectancy that Jesus is about to return. If you do
not know Jesus as your Saviour, you can today! No matter what you’ve done, God wants you to join Him in His
eternal Kingdom one day. For all who trust in Jesus, God promises in His Word that you have a place in His forever
family ready and waiting for you. The invitation is wide open. In Romans 10:9 NIV we read, “9 If you declare with
your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” God
has made a way for all of us to enjoy the gift of eternal life. Why not take Him at His Word and trust Him today!
Till next month, Pastor Orland
Church in the Park! We are meeting every Sunday at the Hamiota Fairgrounds for our Sunday Celebration Service.
The Hamiota Community Food Bank at Cornerstone Family Worship Centre is still in operation during the Covid-19
crisis. If you are in need, or someone you know is in need, just email rev.orlandusick@gmail.com or text Pastor
Orland at (204)764-0979 and a hamper will be delivered to your address.
Prayer- If you need prayer or pastoral care, please contact Pastor Orland by email rev.orlandusick@gmail.com or text
Pastor Orland at (204)764-0979.
Connect with a Nightly Devotional-Need a little devotional before you turn in for the night? Catch Pastor Orland’s
evening devotionals on Cornerstone Family Worship Centre’s Facebook Page and his page.
Worship through Giving and Offerings! Thank you for your continued generosity. The bible says that God loves a
cheerful giver! You can give online through e-transfer or PayPal, or you can send your offering in through the mail or
now give during our morning service on Sunday. Check out our website for instructions.
www.cornerstonefamily.ca
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Hamiota/Oakview Seniors
We have certainly been getting some hot sunny days
lately so please ensure you are covered from the suns’
rays as well as staying hydrated. The birds have been
singing their songs early most mornings. I can’t
imagine a summer morning not hearing them sing. Try
to get out and enjoy all that summer brings.
This summer has been quite different than most
summers in Hamiota. It is a much quieter pace. Make
sure you get out and see a ball game, enjoy spending
time with your friends and family. Throw a tea party.
Order Summer Dessert to-G0 from the Midwest Arts
Council. They have a different dessert every week.
Plan a swim day at the pool, swim laps, or join an Aqua
fitness class. Swimming is a great way to stay active,
even for people with limited mobility or joint problems.
With regards to this pandemic, although things appear
to be getting back to normal there are still clusters of
the virus that pop up, please remember to practice
social distancing and take safety measure when
travelling to various events, appointments, visiting,
shopping at home and in other communities.
Our foot nurse, Bonnie continues to be busy in Hamiota
so if you are need of having your toenails cut by a
professional, please call my office (204 764-2658) to
book. Her schedule is approximately every 6 weeks.
If you are a senior in the community and you would like
a visit from me, please contact the office
(204 764-2658) and I would be happy to stop by.
Victoria Lifeline—Learning to Cope with Stress
The first step is figuring out the source of your stress.
Take some time to observe your mood throughout the
day… what makes you feel anxious, fearful or angry?
This will be easier for some people to identify than
others. Declining health, financial worries and a loss of
control are three commonly reported sources of stress
in older adulthood.
The second step is asking for help. Talking with a

friend, family member or healthcare provider can often
release pent up stress. Studies have also shown that
feeling socially connected can minimize the negative
effects of stress. Opening up to a trusted friend and
letting them know you’re struggling can relieve some of
the mental tension. That friend may also offer a
practical solution or at the very least, give you a new
perspective on the problem.
Exercise and eating a well-balanced diet are often cited
as key components to any stress management
strategy. Exercise is a welcome stress buster, as it
helps counteract fatigue, a side-effect of chronic
stress. The rhythmic flow of a good walk for example,
can relax your mind and physical activity also releases
endorphins, the feel-good hormone! It’s also essential
to set aside time each day for things that make you
happy and bring you joy. Maybe you love doing puzzles,
listening to music, or even hitting the links for a game
of golf. Relaxing hobbies can be a perfect anti-dote to
stress.
There are also resources that can help you cope with
stress. The Canadian Mental Health Association is a
great place to start if you are looking for coping
strategies. According to their online article, it’s
important to remember that stress triggers are
different for everyone, and we can never completely
eliminate them from our lives, “stress is part of being
human – no one can eliminate all stress from their life.
The goal of stress management is to bounce back from
problems or challenges and maintain wellness.
Talking to your healthcare provider can also help you
access mental health and wellness resources. If you
are caring for an older adult and looking for supportive
resources, you can also download a free copy of
our Senior Service Guide.
So what’s the moral of the stress story? On this
beautiful day, eat a healthy, well-balanced meal, go for
a walk, take a deep breath, call a friend and don’t
worry, be happy.
This article is meant to be informational in nature and
should not replace the advice of a trained healthcare
professional.

The Hamiota Community
Foundation is accepting
grant applications.
Applications can be found
on the Hamiota Website or
in the drop box at the
Hamiota Municipal Office.
The deadline for accepting
applications is
September 30th at 4:30pm
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