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The Kenton Post Office 

By: Ryker Wright 

We need the Post Office because we get our mail 
from it.  The Post Office gives bills to us. We get 
cards in the mail and we can send cards in the 
mail. Lots of people think that our Post Office is 
great! 

 

Our Swimming Pool 

By; Ariel McDonald 

I am going to tell you about The Hamiota      
Swimming Pool. My family goes there lots in the 
summer to swim. You can have birthday parties at 
the pool. It has a diving board, a slide, and a deep 
end. I can't wait until the summer so we can go 
swimming! 

 

Our School 

By:  Abbygail Ellis-Grace 

This is about our school. It's called The Hamiota 
Elementary School.  Our school is the best        
because it's a very good place to learn. Our   
teachers let us doodle and we watch 
BookFLix.  My friends play with me.  We have a 
good place to play outside!  I love my school! 

 

The Midwest Arts Center 

By: Bryden Gardham 

I'm going to tell you a bit about The Arts        
Centre.  My mom, Allison Gardham works 
there.  The building used to be a bank. There are 
classrooms upstairs to do art. There is a gift   
gallery downstairs where you can buy pens and 
necklaces.  Our Arts Center is a very nice place! 

 

Woodworth Dodge 

By:  Tyce Carter 

I am going to tell you about Woodworth Dodge 
Chrysler in Kenton. My Uncle Don works 
there.  They sell cars and trucks.  It is located 
beside The Kenton Post Office.  It is a great 
place to go to buy a truck or a car! 

 

Hamiota Super Thrifty 

By: Kylie Lawrence 

I am going to tell you about Hamiota Super 
Thrifty!  It has a pharmacy where you can go to 
buy pills.  It is a great place to buy candy and 
toys.  You can buy lotion and soap there too!  I 
love Super Thrifty! 

HES Gr. 2 Community Writing (stay tuned next month for the final pieces) 

Acres for Hamiota is a newly formed local committee with a goal of raising funds for our community.   Our objective is to be 

a supplementary provider of funds for existing non-profit organizations, as well as funding new projects that would benefit 

several of our residents. The underlying criteria for accessing funding from this committee, will be to make “Hamiota a 

more desirable place to live and visit”.   All profits from the project will be returned into our community. 
Acres for Hamiota is currently seeking sponsorship and donation opportunities for the 2021 growing season.  We have  

secured 105 acres for rent in 2021 and are now looking for donations to help cover the costs of this project.  Acres for 

Hamiota will be growing a wheat crop this coming growing season and our costs will consist of purchasing seed, fertilizer, 

chemical, land rent, and insurance.  Any product or service, or any portion thereof, that is provided for this project through 

a donation or sponsorship, will directly affect the profitability of this initiative and maximize the funds available for         

community projects.   

Board of Directors: 
Travis Brooks, Ron Knight, Mark Knight, Laura Cowling, Kevin Kirk, Brody Smith, LeeAnn Haggarty, and Nancy Smith                 

Email: acresforhamiota@hamiota.com  

Mail: Acres for Hamiota Box 91 Hamiota, MB R0M 0T0 

Acres For Hamiota 



 

The weather has been fairly nice this past February       
compared to previous years, and March can be a little    
unpredictable. We know that spring is just around the     
corner. Happy St. Patrick’s day to all of you.  
Grade three students have been sprinkling love throughout 
Lilac and Park residences. They have been sending letters 
addressed to our seniors and lovely crafts. The residents 
have thoroughly enjoyed these thoughtful acts of kindness.  
The Seniors Council would also like to thank Country Crocus 
Bakery and the anonymous donation of baked goods that 
have been randomly distributed to our senior population.  It 
has brightened their day. 
Before spring approaches now might be a good time to   
review your E.R.I.K. (Emergency Response Information Kits). 
These kits contain a brochure, health information form, 
health care directive, organ donation card, door sticker and 
a magnetic case to have this information stored              
conveniently on the fridge. If you need one or to update 
your information, please contact me for a new one.  These 
kits contain information for EMS to enable the responders 
to help you more effectively.  We have them in the office for 
your convenience. 
I would also like to inform everyone that March is fraud   
prevention month. Below is a portion of the Victoria Lifeline 
Blog giving good information with respect to the latest 
scams.  
“It’s an unfortunate reality that older adults are often the 
target of fraudulent scams. In fact, Canadians over the age 
of 60 lost approximately $94 million to various scams    
between 2014-2017. Sadly, this is just the tip of a very 
large iceberg. The Canadian Anti-Fraud Center estimates 
that only five percent of fraud cases are ever reported.  
People may feel ashamed or embarrassed that they ‘fell’ for 
a scam and are reluctant to report it to the authorities. 
Seniors are frequently targeted by scam artists for a variety 
of reasons; they are often home alone during the day and 
they may also be struggling with social isolation and      
loneliness. Scam artists take advantage of these             
vulnerabilities. Furthermore, the US Federal Bureau of    
Investigation (FBI) reported that older adults are more    
likely, “to have a ‘nest egg’, to own their home, and/or to 
have excellent credit—all of which make them attractive to 
con artists. People who grew up in the 1930s, 1940s, and 
1950s were generally raised to be polite and trusting. Con 
artists exploit these traits, knowing that it is difficult for 
these individuals to say “no” or just hang up the               
telephone.” 
Scam artists have also become more sophisticated over the 
years and are now using text messages, email, and social 
media to target people. They even have a new technique to 
get you to answer the telephone – Caller ID Spoofing.      
According to the CRTC (the Canadian Radio-Television and 
Telecommunications Commission of Canada) illegitimate 
telemarketers or scammers can, “change the information 
that appears on the Caller ID display to misrepresent          
themselves and to trick Canadians into answering the call.” 
Many of us have learned not to answer calls from 1-800 
numbers or numbers that come up as ‘unknown’. Scam 
artists get around this by altering the phone number they 
are calling from, so it looks like a local call from a neighbor 
or nearby business. It may even show up on call display as 
your own telephone number! This is called mirroring and it’s 
very tempting to answer a call which seems to be coming 
from your own telephone number. These tactics are in      
violation of the Canadian Unsolicited Telecommunications 
Rules; telemarketers are required to accurately identify 
themselves. 
So how can you protect yourself against scams? Awareness 
is your best defense against scams and the key to           
prevention. Here is a list of recommendations from the    
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre: 
• Be very cautious when it comes to giving personal     
information over the phone or through text/email           
messaging. This includes banking information, passwords, 
health cards and your Social Insurance Number. If you are 

unsure of the legitimacy of a call or a text, hang up and call 
the organization in question to verify the caller’s identity. 
Remember, legitimate telemarketers and businesses have 
nothing to hide so ask questions! It’s your right to know who 
you are talking to. Ask for a call back or reference number if 
you are unsure. The Anti-Fraud Center has a great slogan – 
Remember, you can Stop Phone Fraud – Just Hang up! 
• If something seems too good to be true – it probably is! 
If the telemarketer offers you something for free but then 
asks for your credit card, a red flag should go up              
immediately. Once again, hang up and call the organization 
to   confirm that this is a legitimate request. The same thing 
goes for any online offers – scam artists use phishing   
techniques to hook you into clicking on a fake ad. If you 
click on the link, you’re redirected to a website that looks 
real but is actually a spoofed website made to look like a 
legitimate business. Before entering any personal           
information, do a quick google search to see there are any 
scams involving this particular website and call the compa-
ny in question for verification. 
Register your phone number on the National Do Not Call list 
– this will help reduce the number of telemarketers who 
contact you. Registration is free.                                                               
If you think you have been targeted by a scam artist, it’s 
extremely important that you report it. This is the best way 
to track scams and collect evidence. You can register a 
complaint with The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre by visiting 
their website or calling toll free at 1-888-495-8501. 
At Victoria Lifeline, we occasionally hear from concerned 
customers that they have been being targeted by someone 
claiming to be a representative of Lifeline or a medical alert 
company. The scam artist then tells them their service will 
be cut off in 48 hours. In the interest of delivering greater 
peace of mind to those we serve, here is how you can     
recognize that you are dealing directly with Victoria Lifeline: 
• We do not collect credit card information over the 
phone for service calls. 
• We would never threaten to cancel our service if           
someone didn’t update their file or provide their credit card         
information in exchange. 
• As a general rule, we do not call to advise of overdue 
accounts or outstanding balances – we mail statements 
and or invoices notifying clients directly and request they 
call us to update their payment preferences. 
• We never solicit older adults through the phone book or 
use telemarketing techniques to sell our service. 
• We never share our subscribers’ personal information 
to third party vendors. 
We take our subscribers’ privacy seriously in accordance 
with our privacy policy, which you can read on our website 
at https://www.victorialifeline.ca/about-us/privacy-policy 
If you ever have any concerns about the legitimacy of a call 
you received regarding the Lifeline service, you can always 
push your button or call us to verify that someone from our 
office called.  We are always happy to hear from our clients! 
So, when it comes to fraud, remember the three R’s –           
Recognize, Reject, and Report!” 
 
We have lost a few more area residents and our                 
sympathies go out to the families that have been affected 
by these losses. 
                                                                                                
The Hamiota Seniors Office is here for our seniors, you can 
call or email at any time.  Whether you are a senior or a 
concerned family member or friend, you can inquire about 
resources at any time.  Always open for a friendly visit or 
conversation, happy to help however we can! 
 
If you need any information, please contact the office: 
Karen Johnson – Seniors Resource Coordinator 
Phone #: 204-764-2658 E-mail :                           
hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com 
Location : 166 Lilac Ave, Suite #30 in Park Residence 

HAMIOTA OAKVIEW SENIORS 

1 

https://www.victorialifeline.ca/about-us/privacy-policy
mailto:hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com


2 
204-764-0356 

 

204-764-0058 

2021 Campground Bookings will be done 

online starting April 1 @ 9:00 am. The book-

ing site will be able to be accessed through 

https://hamiota.com/hamiota-municipal-

park-campground/  

* Please Note: Bookings sent in through the 

booking request form will not be accepted* 

Gearing up for Camping Season 

Lending Library 
Recreation Hamiota has a number of 

games and sports equipment items 

available to be lent out including: 

Giant Pick up Sticks 

Giant Twister 

Giant Snakes and Ladders 

Giant Trouble 

Preschool Golf 

Road Hockey Equipment 

Ladder Golf 

Bocce Ball 

GPS Units 

Snowshoes 
Contact the office for additional    

details or to book your equipment. 

Recreation Hamiota 

Call for Community             

Grant Ideas: 

There are a number of grants coming 

due at the end of April. If you or your 

organization have ideas for a grant 

that fits into one of the categories  

below, please send details to                          

recreation@hamiota.com. 

• Purchase of equipment/activity 

support for programs that     

promote health and independ-

ence in our Senior  Population 

• Sports, Recreation and Play 

Spaces 

• Community Togetherness 

• Community Spaces Upgrades 

• Community Development 

• Education  

CALL FOR HAMIOTA                    
PICTURES AND VIDEOS 

We want to collect pictures and 
videos for the purpose of digital 
advertising. We are asking for 
your help, please send us your 
favourite Hamiota pictures and 
videos– old, new, we will take 
everything and anything. Please 
email items to: 
hedc@hamiota.com and in the     
subject area type digital project. 
If videos are difficult to send we 
will provide a flash drive for you to 
save them on. Help us make this 
a very successful project. Pass 
the word to others and GO! 

Help us, Help Our Community 

Hamiota Economic Development 

Hamiota Economic                                           

Development Corporation                               

Business Grant Opportunities. 

1.  Hamiota Business Façade Grant  

2.  Hamiota Business Digital Improvement 

and Marketing Grant      

Information regarding both grants and 

grant applications are available in the red 

drop box in front of the Hamiota Municipal 

Office or they can be accessed on the 

Hamiota website www.hamiota.com 

The Hamiota Leader is a positive tool to 
share community news. Prior to Covid-19 
we had stopped mailing the Leader;      
instead, we dropped copies off at         
businesses and encouraged people to 
read the Leader on the Hamiota website. 
This proved to be cost effective because 
fewer copies were printed and no mailing 
costs. When the pandemic began, we 
made the decision to go back to mailouts. 
A year has passed, and we want to try     
Leader deliveries again starting next 
month. Copies of the April Leader will be 
dropped off at the Hamiota Co-op, TJ’s, 
Hamiota Super Thrifty, municipal drop box, 
and at Park and Lilac Residence. We do 
want your feedback – place a note in the 
drop-box or email hedc@hamiota.com. 

https://hamiota.com/hamiota-municipal-park-campground/
https://hamiota.com/hamiota-municipal-park-campground/
mailto:recreation@hamiota.com


We are excited to welcome you back to the Heritage Arts 
Centre as of March 22nd.  The centre will be reopening in 
our gallery and gift shop to the public in limited capacity. If 
you would like to reserve a time, please feel free to contact 
the gallery at 204-764-2400.  We look forward to seeing 
you soon!                                                                                      
The Mid-West Arts Council office will be closed for Easter 
weekend on Friday, April 2nd and Monday, April 5th.  

Current Exhibition~ The annual "Quilt Til you Wilt" quilt show 
will be on display at the Heritage Arts Centre from March 22 
through April.  This years show ‘Home is where the Heart is’ 
features the work of many talented local quilters who have 
been working on their craft at home this past year.  Come in 
and view this beautiful display.   
St. Patrick’s Day Lucky Dessert~ The Mid-West Arts Council 
is offering St. Patrick's Day Dessert Deliveries (Hamiota) or 
Pick-ups on Wednesday, March 17th. Just order by 3 p.m., 
Friday March 12th.                                                                  
Easter Dessert Deliveries (Hamiota) or Pick-ups on          
Saturday, April 3rd. Order by 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 
31st by phoning Mid-West Arts Council 764-2400 or   
Hamiota Senior Services 764-2658. Dessert is Rainbow 
Cheesecake – Cost $5.    
Allison (Mid-West Arts Council) 764-2400 or                    
midwestartscentre@gmail.com 

or  
Karen (Hamiota Senior Services) 764-2658 or       
hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com 
Cost is $5 per dessert.  Desserts will be available for pick-
up at the arts centre or delivered to your home on St Pat-
rick’s Day, March 17th.  Pre-pay when possible or at point of 
delivery/pick-up. All desserts will be made by volunteers at 
the art centre in their health-inspector approved kitchen. 
Art at Home~ The Mid-West Arts Council continues to add 
free classes to our YouTube channel in order to deliver  
classes that can be completed safely from home at your 
convenience.  Look for us on YouTube and subscribe to be 
up-to-date on new videos.  Free lessons include Brush    
calligraphy, watercolour painting, Basics of Drawing, and 

Kids lessons.   
Safe at Home Program~ 
We are excited to share 
more free programming 
through our Safe At Home 
Manitoba. This  initiative 
is focused on encouraging 
Manitobans to stay home 
and stay safe.  Programs 
will all be   released by 
March 31st but available 
online to complete at your       
leisure.   
To register for classes or 
other inquiries call the 
Mid-West Arts   Council at 
204-764-2400 or email 
midwestartscen-
tre@gmail.com.          
Spaces are limited 
Creative Kids Kits Project:                       
Free art kits and Projects 
to learn and grow as young artists.  Here's what's included: 
Beginner art kit           including paints, markers, pencil cray-
ons, pastels & More! The package includes projects teach-
ing kids how to use some of their new tools the opportunity 
to be creative and have Fun! Number of kits are limited.  
Kits will be ready for pick up in the week leading up to 
Spring Break.  
Garden Sign Painting: Get ready for spring and paint a fun 
floral garden sign for the outdoors.  This project will include 
an online video to guide you along with written instructions.   
Deadline to register is March 24th with kit pick up to follow.  
All materials provided. 
Want to be added to our email list?  Send a message to 
midwestartscentre@gmail.com to let us know and we will 
keep you up to date on coming events.  
Congratulations to Joan Trott who recently received an  
Honour 150 award!                                                               
Honour 150 Recipient | Manitoba 150 : Manitoba 150  

What’s Happening at the Arts Centre? 
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Advertisement 

Hamiota Lions' March 2021 zoom meeting was held on March 2nd.   
A request for fleece tie blankets has been received.  These are to be given to children in cancer care.  Material 

has been purchased and members are busy making them.  The Lions would like to thank Hamiota's Quilt Til 

You Wilt club for also coming on board.   The blankets are very easy to make requiring no sewing (there are 

many tutorials on Youtube), so if anyone has fleece fabric and would be willing to make a blanket please    

contact either Dwayne (204 764 2746) or Ryan (204 764 2760).  Late May 2021 is the delivery date. 
A request has been received from the Rossburn Lions on behalf of the Yucot family whose young daughter, Ynora, was    

diagnosed with eye cancer.  A motion was passed to contribute to this worthwhile cause and any reader who would like to 

help the family is asked to forward cheques to Rossburn Lions. 
Are you missing the general contact with people in the community? The Hamiota Lions Club is exploring the opportunity to 

serve. If you are interested in talking to someone or receiving a call from someone, the lions would like to hear from you. 

We are going to attempt to setup a database of interested individuals to help address this situation within the community. 

Please contact the Hamiota Lions Club by March 31st by emailing us at hamiotalionsclub@gmail.com, send us a message 

via the Hamiota Lions Club Facebook page, or call Dwayne at (204) 764-2746 and leave a brief message.  
Fund-raising for the Lions playground upgrade continues.  Anyone who would like to make a donation is asked to contact 

Dwayne or Ryan at the above numbers.  All contributions will be gratefully received. 

mailto:hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com
mailto:midwestartscentre@gmail.com
mailto:midwestartscentre@gmail.com
mailto:midwestartscentre@gmail.com
https://manitoba150.com/en/honour-150-recipient/?smid=8020#top


A moment for families from Pastor Orland  
Resurrection Sunday will soon be celebrated 
around the world and as Christians, we have 

something to celebrate!  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, rose 
from the grave and He is alive today. For those who are in 
Christ, and have received Him as Saviour, this is a wonderful 
daily reality. Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are 
not just in the presence of God in the same way that the rest of 
creation is. The Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us, and 
we truly are temples of God. No special rituals, no pilgrimage to 
a holy city or prayers to the saints to experience the wonderful 
presence of God. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:19: Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? If we are in Christ, the presence of 
God truly is within us, and we always have access to this      
glorious presence through Christ our mediator.  The presence 
of God is not walled off by a massive curtain, not hidden away 
inside the Holy of Holies, accessible only by the High Priest 
once a year. The Holy Spirit now dwells within our hearts. This 
is for all who call upon the name of the Lord!   We can         
commune with God and experience his presence in the 4x4, on 
the combine, in our homes, and at church! As we study God’s 
living and active Word; when we pray; we can experience the 
presence of the Lord. God, the creator of the universe, the King 
of Kings, the one who keeps planets in the proper orbit and 
atoms from splitting, wants us to request things of him. So, I             
encourage you, invite Him into your life. Open your hearts and 
bring Him your burdens. When we pray the miraculous hap-
pens. Because He cares for us, we can bring Him the big and 
little details. He lifts our burdens and gives us peace. He      
empowers us to overcome sin. He heals sickness. He finds the 
wanderers and saves the runners. He provides for our needs. 
You can experience the presence of God daily! It’s as simple as 
praying, “God, please come! I need you!” Now that is something 
to celebrate!                                                                                      
Till next month, Pastor Orland                                                 
Open announcement to our community for those wishing to 
attend Cornerstone Family Worship Centre (CFWC) now that 
gathering restrictions have been raised to 25% capacity.  

Our celebration Worship service starts at 11 AM and is 1 hour 
long. No need to pre-register, but we will be signing people in. 
Please wear a mask until you are seated and remain seated 
while singing. You are welcome to bring your own refreshments 
-coffee will not be served. Bible study in the lower auditorium at 
10 AM. You will use a separate entrance and exit door. Please 
adhere to the usual pandemic safety measures that we have 
become accustomed too. We understand that some feel more 
comfortable enjoying the online service from home and we  
encourage you to participate in which ever way you choose. A 
link to worship is setup on YouTube. The sermon part of the 
service begins about 11:20. Go to CFWC’s  Facebook page.     
Good Friday Worship Service- April 2 11:00 AM Resurrection 
Sunday Celebration Service- April 4 11:00 AM. Men’s Fellow-
ship Meeting- March 28- 7:30 PM. Wednesday Evening Prayer 
Meeting–Wednesday -7:30 PM.  The Hamiota Community Food 
Bank is operating during the Covid crisis. If you or someone you 
know is in need, email or text (see below) and a hamper will be 
delivered to your address. Prayer– Please email and we can 
setup a time for prayer or pastoral counsel. Nightly Devotional-
Catch Pastor Orland’s evening devotionals on CFWC’s FB Page 
and his page. Giving and Offerings!  Thank you for your contin-
ued generosity. The bible says that God loves a cheerful giver! 
You can give by:  e-transfer/ pay pal, mail or at our morning 
service on Sunday. Check out our website for instructions. 
Drive In Church at the Park!  We plan to have church in the 
park again this summer.  

A GIANT PUMPKIN GROWING CONTEST! 
We are having a giant pumpkin growing contest. Email your 
address & we will send you pumpkin seeds that have been 
known to grow over 500 lbs.!  We will send you a devotional 
and activities for kids. Fun for all ages and families.  Let us 
know your progress -send pics of how your pumpkin is growing.  
Grow your faith and a pumpkin!  Prizes for the biggest pump-
kins in the fall! Email: hamiota.cornerstone@gmail.com.   
Pastor Orland—Email: rev.orlandusick@gmail.com Cellular 
(204)764-0979 Website: www.cornerstonefamily.ca 

Strachan Roofing and Construction         

commenced work on the Hamiota             

Elementary School Reading Room on March 

15th. LOTS can happen in a day! The whole 

community can’t wait to see the finished 

product! 

Grade 3 students reading 

with our zoom reading      

volunteers! 

First, a huge thanks to Carol Kidd, John Patterson, Maureen Milne, and Jan Skayman for 
being our zoom reading volunteers as well as Heather Sheane who is joining our group! 
Each day, one student and one volunteer read together over a screen. They each have a 
hard copy of the book as I deliver to the volunteer’s doorstep in order to follow along to 
the grade 3 students. They have a great discussion about the book and a friendly           
conversation during their time together. There have been so many great benefits to this 
program! Next month, we will be reading a book together and interviewing our zoom 
volunteers to practice our writing skills.  4 

Hamiota Elementary School 



    Birthday Greetings~ Ruby Mathison celebrated her 101 Birthday on  

March 1st. Happy Birthday Ruby! 

What a Milestone! 

Hamiota Donor’s Choice campaign will begin on March 15, 2021 and will run until April 15, 2021.  We are doing things a little  

differently this year, the forms will be distributed through the post office or you can contact Heather (204) 764-2056 or Bonnie (204) 

764-2268 to receive one.  The completed form with your donation may be left at the post office.  We will collect them and return your 

official receipt to you. Thank you for your continued support. 

Chris and Sherri Robinson and Family moved from our community after many years of calling Hamiota home. Collection boxes 

are currently out at the Hamiota Co-op and Hamiota Super Thrifty; if you would like to donate to a community parting gift. We wish Chris, 

Sherri and girls all the best! 

Call for Tenders                                                   Hamiota Collegiate  

Hamiota Collegiate, working with the Assiniboine West Watershed District was the lucky recipient of a Co-op Community 

Spaces Grant grant which will enable us to construct an outdoor classroom.  The future classroom will be located in the 

courtyard between the northwest and southwest wings of the school.  The future classroom will be called the "Co-op      

Community Outdoor Classroom" and it will allow all students to take their learning outdoors on different occasions. 
Hamiota Collegiate is accepting tenders for the construction of a new Outdoor Classroom to be constructed at Hamiota   

Collegiate before the start of the 2021-22 school year.  Please contact the school by calling 204-842-2803 or by emailing 

hci@pwsd.ca to get more information.  The deadline to submit a tender is March 22, 2021.   

For Rent    Call Mark to check availability. 204-720-1913 for Maple Avenue Condominiums ~1300 sq ft 2 bed 2 bath,  

attached garage, 1 level, no stairs, in floor heat $1450/mth. And 1050 sq ft 2 bed 1 bath, attached garage. $1350/mth. 

Health Matters Pap Test Clinics at the Hamiota Medical Clinic on April 9th, May 5th, 26th and June 25th  

To make your appointment call 204-764-4218 

Thank You  Hamiota Economic Development teamed up with the University of Manitoba and Hamiota & District Health 

Centre to get a 2-bedroom apartment in place to accommodate 2 student learners at one time. We want to sincerely thank 

the Hamiota District Health Centre Foundation and Hamiota Hospital Auxiliary for giving generous monetary donations that 

went towards furnishing the apartment. Also, a BIG thank-you to Fusion Credit Union for supplying the unit with 2 desks and 

chairs. Thanks to the MANY people that donated items– this helped to keep costs down considerably. Because of this   

generosity the apartment was furnished and ready to go in time for the first student that arrived on February 7th. Thanks 

also to LeeAnn Haggarty and Nancy Strachan, HEDC board members, for the many hours that they invested in this project- 

finding good used items, moving items, organizing drop-off donations and more! Thanks to Jerry and Colin Crampain, Jay 

Antonio, Greg Facey, Murray Lockhart, Joel Strachan, Jason, Danika, & Carson Smith who helped move heavy furniture and 

assemble items. This was a team effort that was made easy because of willing volunteers.   

NOTICES 
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True Kindness 

Bill Robinson 
We would like to give our sincere thanks to our neighbour Mr. Bill Robinson.  Throughout the winter, after a big snowfall 

Bill would clear the end of our driveways and part of our street.  He also would sometimes clear a walking path along side 

his property to make it easier for people to walk.  We want him to know that his act of kindness was very much              

appreciated. Thank you Bill. 
NEW TO THE LEADER –If you would like to recognize someone or a group that has shown “true kindness” send the story 

to: hedc@hamiota.com  

mailto:hes@pwsd.ca
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Hamiota 4-H Fun Club News 
By Jolene Mathison and Matreya Knight 

The club has been doing zoom meetings for a couple months 

because we can’t meet in person.  
We have a new executive – President is Amy Burr, Vice Presi-

dent is Sophie Kalinowich, Secretary is Cole Wilson-Davey, 

Treasurer is Josh Mathison, Safety Officer is Libby Strachan 

and Reporters are Matreya Knight and Jolene Mathison. 
We asked leaders, parents, and members why they joined 4-

H and if they like it. These are their answers –  
Airdrie – She enjoys working and helping kids, doing fun ac-

tivities and thinks it is a very good program and yes, she likes 

it.  
Amy – It is really good, learns new things that we haven’t 

done before and yes, she likes it.  
Bonnie – It is really fun, enjoys spending time with members 

doing projects, listening to speeches and yes, she likes it. 
Matreya – Her mom and dad thought she should join; her 

friends are in 4-H and it is fun. 
Kim – Enjoys learning new things and did sewing as a project 

when she was a member. 

Shaelyn – Excited to learn new things and yes, she likes it. 
Josh – Wanted to be the treasurer, have fun and do poultry 4

-H and he likes 4-H. 
Shelagh – Was a member in England and was involved in 

Young Farmers program and enjoyed doing the different po-

sitions in the club. Learned new things and it is a good op-

portunity for her kids. She loves it! 
Jackie – Her family was in 4-H and she was a member for 11 

years. She enjoyed all the travel opportunities, speaking and 

project work. Wanted her kids to learn and have the same 

opportunities. Made lots of life-long friends. It is a great    

program and she loves it! 
Macy – Because her friends were in it and she felt left out, 

yes she likes it.  

Calli – Wanted to learn more about Ducks and she likes it.  

Cole – Wanted to learn more about chickens and he likes it.  
Kyla – Thinks it is a great program for her kids and she really 

enjoys it.  
We also had our speeches over Zoom on February  13th. 

Thank-you to our judges Elsie Dickenson and Courtney New-

ton for joining us! Here are the results, speakers will move on 

to area  competition which will be held March 26th.   

Visual Presentations: 

Junior 

1st – Amy Burr 

Intermediate 

1st – Calli Wilson-Davey 

2nd – Cole Wilson-Davey 

Speeches: 

Cloverbud 

1st – Libby Strachan 

2nd – Jolene Mathison 

3rd – Macy Nernberg 

4th – Matreya Knight 

Junior 

1st – Josh Mathison 

2nd – Sophie Kalinowich 

3rd – Shaelyn Asselstine 
We are looking forward to a fun year as we work on our pro-

jects! This year we have Cloverbuds, Adventure in 4-H, Poul-

try, Cake-Decorating, and Small Animals – Dog projects. We 

are also doing club projects from 4-H    Canada - Proud to 

Bee a 4-Her and Dig into 

'Grade 3's Learning Outside the Classroom'  The grade 3’s took advantage of 
the sticky snow on February 22nd 
and built snowmen outside the 
windows of Lilac Residence. We 
even made some new friends, 
look closely at the windows! 
Note: The group photos took    
under 1 minute which is            
considered a brief interaction. 



Business Buzz 

 

Hamiota Thrift Shop 
SIGNAGE! We have a new sign installed on the west wall facing the highway, and replaced the one on 
the east. We continue to try and make ourselves more visible to the community. Watch our Facebook 
Page for sales of excess items or special items.   
The Thrift Shop continues to follow COVID-19 regulations; masks worn, hands sanitized, and 4           
customers in the building at one time. The cooperation from all our customers has been great.   
The shop is open from 2:00 PM— 5:00 PM on Tuesday and  Friday’s. Our annual bag sale is on Tuesday 
March 23, Friday March 26, and Tuesday March 30.  We will be closed for Good Friday April 2nd and 
reopen on April 6th with our spring and summer clothing.  If you would like a private or an evening   
shopping time please contact Evie  Strachan 204-764-0120, Kathy Therrien 204-764-2192 or Rosalie 
Beamish 204-764-2108. 
We accept donations at the south door on Tuesdays and Fridays, remember to launder clothing. Items are placed in the 
storage shed for 3 days and then sorted into the store. January was busy but February, due to extreme cold weather, was 
not as busy. See you at the thrift shop– something for everyone! 
Bag sale: Tuesday, March 23, Friday, March 26, Tuesday, March 30 

If you have visited the Hamiota Fusion branch recently, you may have noticed that the interior is            
undergoing some changes.  The branch will be given a new, updated look, and with the renovations     
moving along quickly, it won’t be long until the new look is complete. 
Branch Manager Greg Facey notes that the renovations are being competed in order to provide a greater 

member experience both now and into the future, while incorporating the Fusion brand into all aspects of the building.  
“The Fusion brand is already imbedded into our employee culture and now the interior design will be a reflection of that 
brand,” says Facey.  “Our plan is to provide a space that meets the needs of our employees, our members and our          
community.” 
The Fusion brand has a big focus on innovation and positive change, so naturally, implementing new technology is what 
Fusion intends to do.  Susan Mervyn, Director of Operations, describes how the organization will add a multi-currency cash 
recycler and 2 Smart Offices in the branch.  “The cash recycler will improve efficiencies in how we serve our members and 
will allow for instant authentication of bank notes.  The Smart Offices are new designs to our branches and will support  
virtual meetings with members and our staff,” says Mervyn.  To live out their focus on employee wellness, the branch      
offices will have sit-stand desks to allow for improved ergonomics and better health in the work place.  “Healthy employees 
are happy employees,” shares Susan Mervyn, Director of Operations.  
While the renovations promise to provide an ideal member and employee experience, the project also has many community 
benefits.  Facey explains how local tradespeople were invited to bid on the work.  “Supporting local businesses is key for 
Fusion, and the ability to provide work to local contractors is something that we feel is important, especially during these 
uncertain times.  We have also given back to the community by donating gently-used furniture such as desks, cabinets and 
chairs to local community groups.”   
Besides the local economic “spin-off” there is also a “green” aspect to the project.  In an 
effort to keep materials out of landfills, the branch has office doors that they are wanting 
to donate to an organization or local business.  Up for grabs are 12 hallow wood 36”x 80” 
doors with hardware, plus one commercial style door.  The 36” X 83.5” commercial door 
has a metal frame with glass insert and locking system.  If your business or organization 
could use any of these doors, please submit your interest to Greg Facey at 
greg.facey@fusioncu.com, call 204-764-6230, or stop by the branch.   
Fusion wants to remind everyone that the branch will remain open during the renovations.  
And according to Mervyn, the temporary interruption will definitely be worth the wait.  “We 
have some exciting plans for a member lounge and we can’t wait to share the final        
improvements with everyone,” notes Mervyn.  “Thank you to everyone for your patience as 
we undergo these improvements to serve you better.” 
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This month marks one year since our world changed due to Covid. As a school, we have still made the 
best of our year. Our students are enjoying the badminton unit with Tim Weibe, our gym teacher. They 
wear masks during their time in the gym and sanitize before and after coming in, Mr. Weibe then sanitiz-
es all the equipment in between classes. Mr. Salmi is working very hard to make Band a fun and fabu-
lous learning experience. He concentrated on rhythm exercises with the classes first semester, with 
some music theory and history mixed in. Now they are taking those skills and using guitars and our per-
cussion instruments to create music.  If it wasn't for Covid   restrictions our students wouldn't have been 

able to learn some basic guitar skills in music class. Who knows what these new 
skills will spark in them! We have been very lucky with Art classes this year too, 
with two talented  teachers teaching middle years art. Melissa Chichlowski, teach-
es the grade 6 classes as well as grade 7 Art and Melissa Mitchell teaches French, middle years Art, 
and also works for the Division as the French Coordinator. We are also in the middle of  Student 
Council elections, they will be decided by the end of the week. The current Council faced challenges 
this year but did an amazing job still providing fun opportunities for our students. We are looking for-
ward to Spring Break, knowing after that the school year seems to fly even faster. 

Hamiota Collegiate—One Year Mark 


