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Canada’s Calling  

Paula Rogers hosted a 2-hour seminar to a small group of people at the Jury’s Inn, Union Square, Aberdeen, Scot-
land on her trip back to the United Kingdom in July.     

The aim of the seminar was to educate, and encourage potential newcomers to Hamiota, Canada.   

I am very proud to have been welcomed to, and be a part of the Hamiota community. I had a trip planned to go back to Scotland 
and so saw a perfect opportunity to share my experience with others who may be thinking about immigrating to Canada.   

The main focus of the presentation was the promotion of the town and RM of Hamiota. We started the evening off with an infor-
mal discussion on what the members of the audience did for hobbies and recreation, then I asked them what are their dreams and 
aspirations. Of course, pretty much everyone aspired to have a better life for themselves and families. We then noted on a white 
board the reasons why they wanted to stay, most popular of those were not wanting to leave family and being attached to their 
roots. Reasons to go topped out at job opportunities; and better life for family.   

I showed them some of our Manitoba Ville video that was on YouTube, to provide them with a visual.  From watching these videos, 
you really get a sense of our community spirit and see what Hamiota is all about.   

I was lucky enough to have some other immigrants from the area share their personal stories with me in the form of a question-
naire, some preferred to stay anonymous.  I shared those with the group, it was really interesting to hear how each of the stories 
had differences but also many similarities. I did not share my story here, moreover I shared it throughout the presentation at vari-
ous points.   

I then preceded to share with them the requirements to come to Canada and what we were expected to do. I showed them the 
Government of Canada website and where they could look for information. 

I talked about the weather in Manitoba, and all of the activities that are available to do during the seasons, including all the preva-
lent sports. I shared a video where when it is – 40 some and someone throws a cup of boiling water in the air and it freezes instant-
ly in the air, just for fun!  

I talked about the businesses in Hamiota and the possibilities.  

I showed them our churches and the website for Cornerstone.  I talked about the hospital and showed them where to look for jobs 
in the healthcare sector.  I presented them with options for housing and where seniors live.  We compared the price of 
milk and bread.   

I added the options for local schools in the area through PWSD.  Finally, we talked about finances and what could be 
available to them to set up a life in Hamiota, Canada. 

In conclusion, it was an interesting endeavour, and I would be happy to do it again.  I want  nothing more than to see 
Hamiota thrive and become a hub for entrepreneurs.   

I want to thank HEDC for supporting me throughout this project.    

On behalf of Hamitoa Economic Development, we would like to thank Paula for her idea and planning this seminar. We are always trying to 
reach out to advertise our community AND what Paula organized was fantastic. This was all her idea and when we heard that she was plan-
ning to do this we as a board were excited and of course wanted to assist. Thanks Paula for your initiative and drive. This was a perfect exam-
ple in hometown pride and I hope more people come up with ideas like this!  Working together makes great things happen! 

 Westman Youth Choir enter-

tained in Hamiota on  

October 21.  

Thank you to Hamiota Collegiate School and Staff, 
the Hamiota Community, and Decker Colony for sup-
porting the Westman Youth Choir Concert - it was a 
wonderful!  Special thanks to Cory Smith, Bruce Coul-
ter, Sheena Blanchard, and MaryAnn Stevenson for 
planning and organizing the billeting, supper and 
school facilities and to everyone who assisted with 
supper, donated financial support, and opened your 
homes to billets - we appreciate your generosi-
ty!  We'd especially like to commend Emma Aboud-
McConnell for taking advantage of this worthwhile 
musical learning experience - we hope to see more 
area students follow your lead in future years!  Sin-
cere thanks to all, MId-West Arts Council 



 We would like to 

thank our Hamiota 

friends who contribut-

ed to the gift card and sent well 

wishes our way.  Hamiota was a 

wonderful community to raise 

our children for 9 years and we 

will always cherish our memo-

ries made there.  We will be 

back for visits and if you are up 

to Swan River please stop in for 

a visit.   

Love Jon, Jodie,                            

Emerson and Griffin Zilkey   

Arts Administrator Position Available! 

20 hrs per week. Start date: Jan. 1, 2020 

Responsible for carrying out the policies and 
programs of the Mid-West Arts Council under 
the direction of the MWAC Board and Execu-
tive. 

General Office duties, special event organiza-
tion, workshop scheduling.  Proficiency in 
QuickBooks, Libre Office, financial record 
maintenance an asset. 

Requires good marketing & public relation 
skills, social media familiarity an asset.     

Welcoming and cooperative disposition, and 
interest in arts and music a must! 

Wages:  $18 per hour 
Resume and cover letter should be received by 
mail by  Nov. 22, 2019 to: 

Mid-West Arts Council 

Box 375 

Hamiota, MB.  R0M 0T0 

We thank all applications; only candidates to 
be interviewed will be contacted.   

The Lions Club held a very successful 
Fish Fry on Oct. 20th, serving approxi-
mately 340 suppers. The Club thanks the 
community for the support. Thank-you 
to the Ag Society for supplying workers 
also to other members of the communi-
ty for their help either preparing food or 
helping out at the event. The club raised 
approximately $2200 which has been 
designated for the Lions Playground Pro-
ject. 

Potatoes are in. If you haven’t picked 
yours up yet please contact Lion Dwayne 
at 764-2746. 

The 2020 version of the Lions Birthday 
Calendar is being prepared. Still time to 

order yours 

and get your name on it.  

Contact Lion Ryan at 764-2760 or 764-
0880. Cut-off date is Nov. 18th. 

The Hamiota Lions Club donated $1000 
to the Hamiota Community Foundation 
24 Hour Giving Challenge. 

The Club in partnership with the High 
School has completed the fall Highway 
clean-up. We noticed a significant reduc-
tion in garbage. Thank-you for not litter-
ing and be courteous to the student 
crews that were out on the highway. 

Chase the Ace continues at the Family 
Friendly Hamiota Hotel on Fri. evenings. 
Jackpot is over $1000, you could be the 
next winner. 

Fusion Credit Union 

presented a cheque for 

$343.00 to Matt Rogas-

ky for the Lion’s Play-

ground Project. 

Hamiota Co-op recently donated $106.44 to the Cathy-
Jo Harrison Growing Minds Reading Room. Money was 
raised from reusable bag credits during the month of 
October. 3 cents from every reusable bag will be donated 
to local community projects. November’s community 
group is the Decker Country Riders.  If there are any 
more groups looking for donations for their projects 
please send a letter to  

Hamiota Co-op, Box 130  

Hamiota, MB.  

Hamiota Co-op donated 
$404.00 from the dona-
tions received on our  
BBQ on October 17. All 
donations went to the 
Cathy-Jo Harrison Grow-
ing Minds Reading Room 
at Hamiota Elementary 
school. You're at Home 
here at  Hamiota Co-op.  

Pictured: Bill Feschuk Gen-

eral Manager Hamiota       

Co-op and Bruce Coulter 

Principal Hamiota Schools. 

Public Skate  

Times 

Sunday - 6-8 p.m. 

Tuesday 5-6 p.m. 

Friday - 5 - 6 p.m. 

Saturday, December 7th  

Drop into the Library  

between 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Write your letter to Santa 

Make a Christmas Craft 

Decorate your own Christmas Cookie 

Stay for Hot Dogs and Juice 

I have it on good 
authority that Santa 
will be making a 
visit to Hamiota 
that day so you can 
give your letter to him & 
get your picture taken. 



A moment for families with Pastor Orland  

Where was God this harvest?  Mark 11:24 (MEV) 24 Therefore I 
say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that 
you will receive them, and you will have them. 

Thankfully many people have completed harvest and for many 
are busy drying grain. Some also are still working at getting the 
grain in the bin despite the weather. We prayed in our church at 
Cornerstone Family Worship Centre for good weather and for 
the harvest to be completed. Did God answer our prayers? How 
do we understand God’s will when our prayers are not answered 
the way we would like? For many, religious and non-religious-
have experienced the mystery of unanswered prayer. Yet in 
Matthew 7:11 we read “If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” In this pas-
sage of scripture, God's promise is to send the Holy Spirit. The 
good gift of God's abiding presence, the power to change our 
lives and that He will work creatively to make something beauti-
ful out of the difficulties we face. Jesus tells us that God will give 
us what is good and that is the Holy Spirit to those who ask. Fol-
lowers of Jesus believe that the promise of the Holy Spirit is the 
promise of God’s presence in all the circumstances of life. The 
Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the One who comes along side. 
The promise of God’s presence is meant to sustain, and give 
strength; maybe not to alleviate hard times, but sometimes, 

strength to go through them. Prayer is more than simply receiv-
ing answers to our      requests. Prayer is joining with the Holy 
Spirit as we walk through life’s difficulties. In Romans 8:26 we 
read “For the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning's too 
deep for words’” As followers of Christ we understand that 
God’s good gift is His presence no matter what life brings... good 
weather or bad. One last thought. When we ask, ‘where was 
God in this harvest’, I am wondering if He asks ‘where are you on 
Sunday?’     

See you in church, Pastor Orland  

Upcoming Events- Youth – Each  2nd Friday Evening- Meet at the 
church at 6 PM. We are meeting with the youth group from 
Oxford Assembly for youth. More youth, more fun! Great time 
to meet and hang out with other young people and share faith in 
Jesus on a relational level. Next meeting is Nov. 22 and we are 
having a gym night at Virden Collegiate. We will be stopping at 
A&W on the way home, bring some cash for snacks.  

Thursday, Dec. 19 – Glory & Peace Christmas Tour with Trevor 
Dick and Band.  Trevor is a world class violinist who will astound 
you with his music.  Rush seating. 7 PM.  A free will offering for 
the Gideons will be received.   

Every Sunday! Children’s Church. Awesome children’s ministry 
every Sunday right after the worship portion of our Sunday Cele-
bration service!   

 

Hamiota United Church  
 Snow and minus temperatures in November, we have missed our fall session completely.   It is time to prepare for winter. December 
hosts  Christmas. Due to the lack of daylight ,it is great that people light up their homes.  We  hope you can join us for the services that have 
been prepared for you to welcome the birth of Christ. There will be special music, and a time to reflect on our lives. Morning worship time is 
10:00 and we offer a Sunday school of Play, Learn and Sing. December 1st, will be White Gift Sunday were the gifts will be given to The Local 
Christmas Cheer.  

December 8th, 2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 15th , there will be no morning worship service as we gather in the evening at 7:00 for the 
choirs annual Christmas service.  

December 22nd- 4th Sunday of Advent  and Communion  

December 24th , we will host a Christmas Eve service at 7:00. 

December 29-  There will be no morning worship service . 

January 5th-  Service to be held at 10:00 .    Join us for all or one of these services.  

Strathclair Theatre Chorus is known for making beautiful music, 
and they are especially excited to entertain Westman audiences 
of all ages with songs from Disney movies in their latest concert 
program!  

"Disney Dazzle" is a delightful mix of songs from Disney movies 
including Aladdin, Beauty and the Beast, Brave, Cinderella, Fro-
zen, Jungle Book, Make Mine Music, Moana, Newsies, Pete's 
Dragon, Pocahontas, Tangled, Tarzan, Toy Story, and 20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea. Whether you're 5 or 95 , you'll likely be 
familiar with some of the songs at the family-friendly concerts.  

Strathclair Theatre Chorus will present " Disney Dazzle" in 
Hamiota on January 11 , 2020, at 7:00 as a fundraiser for the 
Hamiota United Church. Come to the Elementary School and 
enjoy delicious refreshments, the company of friends and the 
musical talents of Strathclair Theatre Chorus.  Call Rosalie 
Beamish at 204-764-2108 to reserve your tickets today. 

Strathclair Theatre Chorus is directed by Elizabeth Gebauer 

( Brandon) and accompanied by Penny Menzies (Inglis).  The 48 
men and women who make up the ensemble this year come 
from Basswood, Birtle, Brandon, Cardale, Elphinstone, Erickson, 
Hamiota, Kenton, Minnedosa, Newdale, Rapid City, Rivers, Shoal 
Lake, Solsgirth, Strathclair, and Virden.  They rehearse from mid-
September to mid - November and then perform in various com-
munities in southern Manitoba.  This year their schedule in-
cludes concerts in Minnedosa, Rivers, Birtle, Hamiota, Brandon, 
Roblin and Strathclair. 

The theatre chorus's first performance was at a dinner theatre 
on March 2nd, 1991, organized by Strathclair Theatre Com-
mittee Inc. as a fund-raiser for a renovation project at the Bend 
Theatre.  It showcased the talents of 37 individuals, many of 
whom were members of Strathclair Drama Club. A choir of 27 
voices performed that evening , laying the groundwork for the 
growth and development of a strong, vibrant mixed voice sing-
ing group.     

The Hamiota Thrift Shop will be closed 

for Christmas holidays on Friday De-

cember 20th at 5 o'clock  and open 

again on Friday January 3rd at 2:00. 

Come early to get special outfits for 

those holiday parties.  



 November 4  

Fall has arrived and we start thinking about how fortu-
nate we are and realize how many are less fortunate. Our Christmas Cheer committee is starting to or-
ganize for another year. 

We appreciate all the community support for this great endeavour. Some suggestions for this year 
would include items suitable for teenage kids, board games, warm socks, mitts, and donations for ham-
pers. We would appreciate donations in by December 10 so we have time to prepare hampers. 

Anyone wishing to receive a Christmas hamper please contact Airdrie Knight 204-764-2802, Susan Allen 
204-764-2898, Karen Miller 204-764-2064, or Dienna McConnell 204-764-2608 by November 30. 

Hamiota Park Residence 

Affordable Senior Housing 

 Available for rent 

  - 1 large bedroom/2 bath 

 - 1 regular bedroom  

Beautiful lounge for tenant use 

Included /free laundry. 

Situated directly across from 

Hamiota Health Centre 

For applications/ further information  

Call: Barb Cumming 204-764-2175 

Memory Tree 

Of Lights 
Remember a loved one or 

someone special at         

Christmas. 

Light a bulb on Hamiota’s 

Donations will be accepted at: 

Hamiota Municipal Office (tax 

receipts will be issued for  

donations of  $20 and over) 

Boxes in stores, if  no tax      

receipt is required 

All donations go           

towards the              

beautification of our 

community. 

Ting, Yao, and Jaijeng from J & D Restaurant became Canadian 
Citizens in October at a public ceremony in Brandon. If you get an 
opportunity, pop in to the restaurant to congratulate them!   

Entertainment from the Wine and Beer  Tasting 

Evening - Prairie Roots and HFC performed for 

114 guests on Saturday, November 9. 

Community Christmas 

Light Walk & Oval 

Skate with bonfire, hot 

dogs, hot chocolate, 

music, and handi-van 

rides. 

Come join us on Friday, 

Dec. 13 from 5-9! 







              Hamiota/ Oakview Seniors    

Well no doubt that winter has arrived now but that has not made 
anything less busy.   

Hopefully everyone was able to get out for their flu shots to our 
local clinic. Our last flu clinic is Wednesday, November 13.   The 
Senior Council provided the refreshments and supplies this year. 
Thanks to all of our capable volunteers for the October clinic, 
namely Wendy Bell, Mavis Smith, Linda Rutherford, Wilma Bell 
and Ian Johnson. 

We had a great turn out for our Senior Council fundraiser dinner 
and fun bingo.  I would like to thank everyone who supported our 
event.  A  special thanks goes out to the many volunteers who 
helped make pies, cook turkeys, delivered meals, helped with 
food preparation, helped serve and clean up after the event.  
Without your help this event would not have been possible. Don’t 
forget about the Toonie Lunch on Nov. 15 for the Hamiota Com-
munity Foundation and Endow Manitoba 24 Hr Giving Challenge. 

“Don’t let aging get you down, it’s too hard to get back up!” 

All kidding aside, November is Fall Prevention Month, which 
means it’s the perfect time to ‘fall’ proof your home. Did you 
know that most falls happen at home where you spend most of 
your time?  We tend to think of our homes as sanctuaries, not 
somewhere associated with a risk to personal safety. Most people 
wake up in the morning, get out of bed and start their day without 
even thinking about falling. And as you navigate around furniture, 
reach for a coffee mug in the cupboard or head downstairs to the 
laundry room, you probably aren’t worried about losing your bal-
ance. But given the fact that one in three older adults aged 65+ 
will fall this year alone, it’s time to shine a light on where you live 
and learn how to spot the risks! 

Falls are the leading cause of injury hospitalization in Manitoba, 
accounting for $265 million in healthcare spending. A 2017 Gov-
ernment of Manitoba Report on falls also found that of those hos-
pitalized, nearly 31 percent are later transferred to personal care 
homes. As we get older, age-related changes can affect our vision, 
balance and muscle strength, which can increase your risk of fall-
ing. However, falls don’t have to be a normal part of aging and 
making your home a safe place to live is a great place to start. 

Fall proofing your home really begins with one easy step – take a 
minute to simply look around. What do you see? Are walkways 
free of clutter? Loose area rugs, floor mats, electrical cords, tele-
phone cables, pet toys, and even shoes can pose a tripping haz-
ard, increasing your risk of a serious fall. Pieces of furniture placed 
too close together can also impede your ability to get around, es-
pecially if you are using a mobility aid like a walker or cane. Make 
sure furniture is arranged so there’s enough room to easily walk 
around your home. If needed, you can always enlist a friend or 
family member to help re-arrange heavy objects. Carpet should 
also be firmly affixed to the floor as a curled or folded edge can 
also pose a tripping hazard. 

The Bedroom: 

 Do you have a lamp next to your bed? If you need to get up 

and use the washroom at night, it’s important to have easy access 
to a light. A darkened room makes it harder to maneuver around 
furniture and can increase your risk of a serious fall. 

Do you use a mobility aide? If you have a walker, keep it within 
reach of the bed and make sure the break is on! Some people may 
experience dizziness when they stand up after lying down, so it’s 
important to position the walker close to the bed. 

The Kitchen: 

 Are frequently used items stored where they can be accessed 
with ease? Reaching on your tiptoes to the top shelf in the cup-
board may cause you to lose your balance. 

Are you wearing shoes with non-slip soles when cooking dinner or 
doing the dishes? Most kitchen floors are either tiled or have lino-
leum, which can be hazardous if you’re wearing slippers with no 
rubber backing. According to a Chicago Tribune article entitled 
“Wear shoes in the house to avoid falls”, lounging around the 
house in slippers or socks is a risky proposition for seniors. The 
article cites a study from the Institute for Aging Research, which 
found that, “those who wore slippers, wore socks only, or went 
barefoot on a regular basis at home were far more likely to fall 
than people who kept their shoes on.” So keep those shoes on! 

The Bathroom 

 An article on fall prevention in the “New Old Age” blog from 
the New York Times suggests that the bathroom may be the most 
dangerous room in your house. With slippery, hard surfaces and 
all that chrome, tile and porcelain, a fall in the bathroom can have 
serious consequences, “Bathroom falls are major bone-breakers, 
particularly for older women with osteoporosis.” 

 To make the bathroom safer, the article recommends in-
stalling grab bars beside the toilet and a raised toilet seat to make 
it easier to get on and off the toilet. Other safety options include a 
handheld shower head and a bench seat, “For those who only 
have a tub shower, an inexpensive transfer bench will fit across 
the tub’s side so the user can sit and then slide over the edge in-
stead of climbing over.” Any loose bathmats should also be re-
moved in favour of a non-slip mat. 

If you’re concerned about a serious fall, you may also want to sub-
scribe to a medical alert service like Victoria Lifeline. All their 
buttons are 100 percent waterproof and meant to be worn in a 
bath or shower. The service provides around the clock access to 
help and can add some much-needed peace of mind to your day 
to day living. Victoria Lifeline is offering ONE MONTH FREE on 
their HomeSafe with AutoAlert service for the entire month of 
November!. 

Finally, if you're worried about your risk of falling, please talk to 
your doctor or a healthcare professional about other proactive 
things you can do to reduce your risk. 

If you need any information, please contact the office: 

Karen Johnson – Seniors Resource Coordinator 

Phone #: 204-764-2658 E-mail : hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com 

Location : 166 Lilac Ave, Suite #30 in Park Residence 

Attention Businesses - Would you like to advertise in the Leader? Beginning in 
January, you can! Enquire and book your ad. with Nancy at 764-3050 ext. 107 or 
email: hedc@hamiota.com. First come first serve. $25.00/month and minimum of 
3 months at a time. 

SAMPLE 

BUSINESS CARD/ NAME/   NUMBER/ 

EMAIL /WEBSITE 

mailto:hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com


What’s Happening at the Arts Centre? 

Beautiful Art Exhibition “Branching Out”  by Irene Patterson, 

Brandon is on display at the arts centre until Nov. 30.  For the last 

23 years Irene has collected and pressed leaves – mainly Maple 

leaves – and painted them with lovely iconic  Canadian scenes.  

They are beautifully framed with both prairie scenes, and from 

right across Canada.  It’s worth a visit Monday, Wednesday, or 

Friday from 1-4 p.m. -- especially with Christmas coming up!  

They’d make beautiful gifts! 

Beginner Acrylic Classes with Joan, Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, from  

7-9 p.m. at the arts centre.  Each week is an individual project 

with the focus on one aspect of basic acrylic painting techniques.  

Come to one class or come to them all – just register with the of-

fice (204-764-2400 or email) so we can make sure we have 

enough supplies on hand!  Cost per class is $10 

Afternoon Beginner Acrylic Classes with Joan featuring the same 

projects will also be held but on irregular dates  to fit them around 

the school schedule. Please note the dates carefully and let the 

office know   which you plan to attend.  Dates are:  Friday, Nov. 

15, 1-3 p.m.; Friday, Nov. 22, 1-3 p.m.; Wed., Dec. 4, 1-3 p.m.; 

and Wed., Dec. 11, 1-3 p.m. Each class  is $10.  

“Dirty Pour” Acrylics with Sharon Menzies, Wed., Nov. 27 1-3 

p.m.  For those who missed out on Sharon’s first class, she is giv-

ing an encore session.  You will be provided with one 12x12 inch 

canvas, although you are welcome to bring small extra canvases to 

use up the leftover ‘pour’.  Cost  is $35. Again a maximum of 10 

students so register with the office early so you don’t miss out! 

Barn board Santa Painting pARTy! With Elaine on Weds., Nov. 

20, 7-10 p.m.  is full, however if you are interested please give us a 

call.  There is always some turnover and we like to have a waiting 

list so we can have a full house.  Cost is $35 and includes all mate-

rials, drinks and appetizers. 

“Reimagining's” Snowman Workshop, Sunday, Nov. 24, 1 p.m.  

with milk paint on pre-cut board at the arts centre. Please register 

with Amber and Devin at 204-764-3620 or to get more infor-

mation/cost. 

George & Friends Concert, Friday, Nov. 29, 7 p.m.  Guest musi-

cians are still being lined up so please watch for posters or phone 

closer to the date for info.  Donation at the door  -  always an en-

joyable evening! 

Annual Christmas Craft and Dainty Sale, Saturday, Dec. 7, from 

1-3 p.m. This is a great opportunity to get a variety of Christmas 

dainties at a very reasonable rate, as well as an opportunity to pick 

up some handmade Christmas  gifts from our talented local arti-

sans.  Dainties are in limited supply so don’t miss out – pre-order 

by Dec. 2, by leaving your name and number at 204-764-2400!  

Dainties can be picked up on Dec. 7, from 1-3 p.m. but we also 

will deliver if   necessary, so don’t let that stop you from ordering.  

It is one of our year’s biggest fund-raisers and we have great com-

munity support helping all those dainties get made – not to men-

tion Santa’s elves who take time away from Santa’s workshop to  

come and help pack up the dainties!   Baker’s Dozen Dainties 

$10. 

We are also hoping to have another Community Christmas Car-

olling event similar to last year’s.  It was a delightful musical 

Christmas gathering so watch for posters 

once we get a date and time  

Here’s the bare bones list of 13 ways 

to kill your community, the backbone 

of Doug Griffiths’ presentation based 

on the book of the same name: 

1. Don’t Have Quality or Quantity 

of Water 

2. Don’t Attract Business 

3. Don’t Engage Youth 

4. Deceive Yourself 

5. Shop Elsewhere 

6. Don’t Paint 

7. Don’t Cooperate 

8. Live in the Past 

9. Ignore Seniors 

10. Be Short – Sighted 

11. Ignore Newcomers and Immi-

grants 

12. Become Complacent 

13. Don’t Take Responsibility 

(More information on the back page) 

26 + 4 = 30 People that hit the ICE 

26 kids and 4 adults laced up their skates 

on Wednesday, November 6 at 7:15 a.m. 

to take part in the Hamiota Breakfast 

Club. Instructors ,Greg Facey, Chad Facey, 

Logan McGonigal, and Darren Rozdeba 

had planned drills for the kids. Blair Charl-

ton organized breakfast and then they 

went on 

their way 

to school. 



November  7 

November - Community Centre on 4th Street -   Sports Complex on Maple Ave East - Library on Maple Ave. - Arts 

14 Evening Acrylic classes with Joan  7:00-9:00 p.m. Heritage Arts Centre 

15 Toonie Lunch  11:30-1:00 Hamiota Community Centre 

16 Hamiota Christmas Craft Sale (30+ Vendors) (Lunch Available) 10 a.m. -3 p.m. Hamitoa Community Centre 

16/17 Atom Boys Tournament  All Day Hamiota Sports Complex 

30 Novice Tournament All Day Hamiota Sports Complex 

    

    
December  12-15th “Chicago Drama” Hamiota Collegiate 12th, 13th, 14th at 7 p.m. and 15th @ 2 p.m. 

7 Christmas Craft, Cookie Decorating, Letter to Santa & Snack 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Hamiota Centennial Library 

7/8 Bantam Boys Hockey Tournament All Day  Hamiota Sports Complex 

13 Christmas Fun - tour the lights, bonfire, hot chocolate etc. 5p.m.-9p.m. Hamiota Skating Oval 

14 Pre Novice Tournament All Day Hamiota Sports Complex 

20 Last day of classes for 2019 - Hamiota Schools   

Hamiota Golf Club 

The Hamiota Golf Club would like to thank everyone who bought tick-

ets for the 200 club draws in 2019. The winners this year were Kerry 

McConnell, Eric Rawlings, Thomas Heapy, Gord & Sandy Lee, Lorna 

Robertson, Don Coombs, Todd Hunter, Jim Clegg, Irene Robinson, Dana 

Routledge, Carolyn Cruse, and Norma Smith. 

Hamiota Centennial Library is looking for up to 4 board members to start in the new year. For more information 
or to indicate your interest, please contact Gwen Argue at the Library.  

Phone: 204-764-2680 

Email: hamiotalibrary@outlook.com    Drop by: 43 Maple Avenue East 

Afternoon at the Movies 

Hamiota Library 

Thursday November 21st 

@ 2:00pm 

Campbell Flowers and Gifts/Campbell Funeral Home 
Located at 24 2nd St SE, Campbell Flowers and Gifts and Campbell Funeral Home will be cele-
brating their 50th Anniversary in 2020! 

The flower shop has a full-time florist, Loree Gardham, as well as a couple of casual staff.  They 
provide flowers, flower arrangements (fresh and silk), plants and giftware for all occasions includ-
ing weddings and funerals. Their variety of giftware includes home and garden décor, Handmade 
in Manitoba Suede slippers, and through fall and winter Morden’s of Winnipeg Fine Chocolates 
and Nuts products  Campbell’s will be hosting it’s 49th Annual Open House Dec 6 and 7, which allows its customers to come in, 
browse, shop and enjoy customer appreciation draws, refreshments, and visiting.  Flower Shop Hours are Tues – Fri, 9am to 5pm 
and often are open Monday’s and Saturday’s around holiday and special occasions.  PS: A helpful hint from Loree - Proper condi-
tioning and treatment of their freshest flowers as well as proper care at home assists with their long-lasting cut flowers and ar-
rangements.  

Campbell Funeral Home provides casket and cremation services and allows families to celebrate their loved one through personal-
ized services.  They offer a preplanning service, which helps avoid difficult decision making at a difficult time.  A complete line of 

merchandise is available including caskets, urns, personal keepsakes, and cemetery monuments and markers.  
Their facilities offer a chapel that will accommodate 100 seated as well services are held in churches, public 
buildings and cemeteries.  Their staff consists of owner, funeral director, embalmer Dwayne Campbell as well 
as 3 casual staff including Dwayne’s father Mac who has been a licensed funeral director/embalmer for 51 
years.  Campbell Funeral Home is available 24/7, 365 days of the year. 
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 13 Ways, disrup-
tive to old mind-
sets 

By Anne Davison 

“Study hard, don’t 
do drugs and marry 
someone nice.” 
Doug Griffiths’ jun-
ior high school ca-
reer, where such 
advice is the pat 

answer to how to have a successful life, fueled a fire in him to discov-
er how communities, in their everyday actions often thwart their own 
goals. 

Griffiths recent book, 13 Ways to Kill your Community is considered to 
be an inspiration many including municipal leaders. 

From Coronation, Alta. this rancher, teacher and former MLA with an 
Honours Degree in philosophy proved to be an entertaining, hard-
hitting truth teller, as last week, Griffiths, spoke to a crowd of about 
150 people in Virden’s TOGP hall.  

Virden Community Chamber of Commerce brought him to town. 
From southwest Manitoba, business people and citizens, many repre-
sentatives of economic development boards, chambers of commerce 
and municipal councils, attended to hear what they might be doing 
wrong and to get inspiration to build their community. 

Griffiths gave many examples of communities who plucked success 
out of the ashes of failure. He stated, “The biggest work we do in 
communities is to change the mindset.” He has worked with hun-
dreds of communities across north America and he offered resources, 
some of them free, through contacting his staff at 13 Ways Inc.  

While living near three rural Alberta communities, he noticed, “All 
three of the communities I was involved in were dying. Young people 
were leaving, businesses were closing, main street was in disrepair. 
Nothing was going well and I realized we need to do something, so I 
started to talk to anybody who would listen to me about the need for 
a rural community development strategy in the province.”  

Then, while an MLA he was commissioned to study rural develop-
ment. In a report called Land of Opportunity, covering health care, 
education, water, infrastructure, housing and more, he wrote that 

“the federal, provincial and municipal governments had to be active 
partners in helping communities be successful; but it was not up to 
them. It was up to people in the community….” 

He said his first epiphany came when, as a junior high teacher, he 
talked with students about what their lives might look like when 
they’re 45, and the everyday steps to a failed life or a fulfilled life. 

He said it’s not a lot different with communities that find themselves 
failing. “Every single [community] had hopes and dreams and goals 
for their community, but every single one of them … did things every 
single day, that traded away what they wanted most for what was 
easy and convenient and pleasurable, now.” 

LEADERS RESPOND 

Mark and Jill Humphries immigrated from the UK to Canada about 15 
years ago. Humphries said Griffiths described what they experienced, 
“as immigrants to the area, with a strange accent, with some different 
ideas.” 

He said they endured a strong tone of skepticism about their new 
business, built near Kola. Westwood Ranch Garden Centre with exotic 
animals and a thriving greenhouse went on to win the  2014 West-
man Tourism Award. 

As a Wallace-Woodworth councilor, Humphries said more people 
should have been there to hear this message “that could inspire a full 
community.” 

Griffiths broached the topic of a move away from oil energy to other 
forms, but cautioned that our dependence upon petroleum products 
is woven throughout the 21st century way of life. 

Humphries picked up on that, “We’re being bombarded with the 
green and climate change… we’ve got to try and protect the oil, be-
cause we’re always going to need oil.” 

Nancy Smith, Hamiota Economic Development Officer and board 
member/business man David Rawlings attended. 

Smith said from the presentation she realized that the promotional 
slogan ‘Move to Hamiota, it is a vibrant and safe community,’ is a ge-
neric tag that many communities wear. She said they need, instead, 
to think about “what makes us unique and build on that!” She also 
grabbed onto Griffiths mindset, “anything is possible.”  

Wallace-Woodworth Councillor Barb Stambuski said, “I think we have 
all thought about some of the 13 ways… but when it is so blatantly, 
but humorously, explained to you, we all can relate to our own com-
munities.  

Stambuski agreed with Griffiths’ take action premise and said, “We 
cannot take future development for granted. We can’t just say ‘we 
are open for business’. We have to show it through our development 
plans, our zoning and even through tax incentives and marketing.” 

Judy Wells, sales rep for Deloraine Times & Star and with the De-
loraine Chamber of Commerce had read the book and knew Griffiths’ 
presentation would be disruptive to mindsets. 

“I have been aware of the need for regional cooperation for a long 
time now because of working with Corner Pocket Publishing for over 
20 years – four separate newspapers under one ownership. We were 
encouraged from the get-go to work together and help each other. 

“Deloraine Chamber, like many others, has had its ups and downs. 
We are in the midst of regrouping right now. For quite a few years 
Chamber got caught up in being event planners… our focus now is to 
support our membership and promote them as best as possible.” 

She wants people to strongly support the Shop Local strategy and to 
see empty storefronts filled with new businesses in Deloraine. 

“I still think the biggest challenge is people’s attitudes. There has to 
be a shift in mind-set from ‘We can’t.’ and ‘We’re done.’ to ‘We can.’ 
and ‘We’re reinventing ourselves’.” 

Virden mayor, Murray Wright said Griffiths’ wisdom “would work in 
any community. We have discussed some of the items already prior 
to this presentation and plan on implementing them in our communi-
ty.” 

A proponent of attracting business and families to Virden, he said, “At 
the present time we are working on several new businesses that have 
showed interest in moving to our community.” 

In the question period, someone asked Griffiths for a positive answer 
when negative voices are spreading doubt and distrust. His answer, 
“You have to build real connections to be a real community and you 
need to find the mavens, good positive people, who will spread the 
word.” 

Griffiths message was a fearless voice seeking to dispel backstabbing 
attitudes, fear of each other, fear of competition. He assured, “Like 
my grandpa always said, ‘If you come up 
with a really good idea, don’t worry 
about someone stealing it, you’ll have to 
shove it down their throat.’” 

Doug Griffiths speaks 
to the crowd in Virden 
on October 29th. 


