
What Does the Loss of the Atkinson House Mean To The                             
Community Of Hamiota? 

A Reflection by Ken H. Smith. 

A landmark that has stood for the last 105 years is gone. As a partici-
pant in the Hamiota & District Archives, I, along with Vicki Smith and 
Betty Gregory, are regretful for every loss of an historic home in our 
community. The Atkinson house in particular has been a source of 
curiosity and interest for decades. It sat as a distinctive feature of the 
landscape. It was visible from a long distance, and although not hav-
ing anyone living in it since 1960, it seemed to defy the neglect of 
people, and even the harshness of the elements. But eventually the 
deterioration became evident. People would drive by and look at a 
veranda that had sagged; or a window that was missing; or the roof 
that was beginning to lose shingles. But they would still think the old 
house looked pretty impressive! 

     For older people in the community the building of the Atkinson house in 1914 was always identified with the      
Methodist Church in Hamiota. The church had burned in February 1914, but through the efforts of the congregation, a 
new church was built and opened by December 1914. The Atkinson house was a mate for the church. It was built of the 
same hollow tile construction as was the church. A look at the Atkinson house since the fire shows the walls that are 
still standing made of those same distinctive hollow red tiles. Mr. Atkinson was very involved with the Methodist 
Church and clearly saw the value in following its building principles. 

     For younger people, the house drew them as a potential party centre. Thankfully, through closed gates and the 
house being set back from the road, some of the parties were avoided. But obviously not all were discouraged as the 
walls still standing show crude drawings and graffiti. Adding to the appeal of the house was the occasional story that 
the house was haunted. The problem is that sometimes stories associated with the house were not true. There had 
been no unnatural death in the house itself, so there wasn’t the likelihood of ghosts. But people’s imaginations can do 
strange things. 

     In 1914 the house would be visible from Hamiota. That continued visibil-
ity for the last 105 years is what is going to be missed most. The landscape 
will simply not be the same. A unique architectural home, unattainable for 
most rural families from the very beginning, is gone! Few would have had 
the opportunity to visit the house in its prime to experience the mystique 
of its grandeur. And now the opportunity to even imagine what it must 
have been like to live in the Atkinson home with amenities not shared by 
other rural households in 1914 will fade away quickly as the old house fi-
nally disappears. The Hamiota District will never be quite the same from an 
historical perspective! 

Hamiota Economic Development welcomes a new business; MJ Badger 

Electric. Mark Badger and his wife Jenna built a house three years ago in 

Hamiota, where they both grew up. Mark has ten years of experience in 

the electrical field where he has obtained his Journeyman Certificate. Give 

Mark a call for any of your wiring needs. Best Wishes! 

To reach Mark Phone: 204-922-2578 or                                                                             

Email: MJBADGERELECTRIC@HOTMAIL.COM  
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The Hamiota Aquatic Centre is gearing up for another busy 

season!  There are lots of campground bookings and many, 

many kids signed up for swimming lessons.  The new liner 

was installed last fall but due to a little bit of snow the crew 

still has a couple of finishing touches to complete.  Our 

new flooring was installed which will amaze you when you 

walk in the door; be prepared, you might need sun glass-

es!! Aquatic Director Ashlyn Kirk is a busy bee getting all of 

her staff ready along with all of the office details complete 

before opening day!!  Weather permitting, we need some 

heat, opening day is scheduled for Friday May 31st, just in 

time for our baseball tournament on the weekend. See you 

at the POOL!! 

Leader Article for May 2019 

On April 15th the Hamiota Lions Club hosted 

a visit from District- Governor Gareth Boys 

of Minnedosa. During his visit D.G. Gareth inducted 

our newest Lion, Matthew Rogasky, into the Club. 

Congratulations Matt. 

 The Club has been involved in doing a clean-up at 

the Health Center grounds, and with the help of the 

Grade 7 class did a clean-up along Highway 21. The 

Club has donated $400 to the Hamiota Collegiate 

Band trip to Regina and Moose Jaw. Chase the Ace 

continues with the jackpot now over $700. 

Hamiota Town Cleanup and BBQ on Sunday, May 26. Meet at the hall at 

10 a.m. Come with family, friends or on your own. Please bring your own 

gloves. Afterwards we will have a BBQ. Brought to you by the Hamiota 

Welcoming Committee and sponsored by Hamiota Eco Centre. Help make 

our town clean and beautiful. 



A moment for families with Pastor Orland.  

Praying for your family and helping your family pray is an important part  of life for followers of Jesus!  Prayer turns our 
belief in Jesus into a present reality and experience.  Your children will learn valuable truths about your relationship 
with Jesus by  hearing your prayers with them. A great story to read with your children in the Bible about a good and 
faithful King who relied on prayer to rule his life is found in 2 Kings 19:14-19.  Giving leadership to a nation was difficult.  
At one point, a huge threat was launched against Hezekiah and his people.  Hezekiah had every reason to be afraid but 
instead he went to the Lord right away.  He developed a habit of making God the first person to turn to in life! Hezeki-
ah received a threatening letter from an enemy king.  He took the letter to the house of the Lord and spread it out be-
fore him.  Hezekiah brought everything to the Lord in prayer.  Here is something you can do practically. With your chil-
dren, take out a few note cards and write your requests down. Ask boldly and honestly.  The Lord Jesus will help with 
your requests.  Pray with your kids…You can say, “Lord here are our struggles, we can’t do anything about them. What 
do we do now?  A couple of things will happen…you and your family will remember to regularly pray, and it will help 
you watch God answer your prayers.  We get more answers than we know if we only ask.  Your faith and your families 
faith will grow when you see all the answers to prayer.  Like Hezekiah you and your family can get alone with God, 
spread your requests before Him honestly and allow His will to be done as you wait for His response. What situations 
are you and your family  dealing with today that you know you are helpless to do on your own and you desperately 
desire God’s answer?   

See you in church!  

Till next month,  

Pastor Orland  

Upcoming events: 

Creation Research Ministries- Jim Hughes will be speaking on Atheism vs. Biblical Creation.  Followed by a question and 
answer period.  Sunday May 12 7 PM. 

Young Adults- if you are between the ages of 18 and 30 or more we are heading out to Plumas Manitoba for an even-
ing with Carl Teichrib.  He was a guest speaker at church and is the author of Game of God’s.  Friday May 17th- meet at 
the church at 6 PM. We will car pool.   

May 31-June 1st. Father and son fishing trip.  Call Pastor Orland for more details. Cost is 50 for adults and 20. For kids. 
Includes food and lodging.   

For more  information please follow us on Face Book, Instagram our check out our website at Cornerstonefamily.ca.   

MAY  3 
Join us Sunday for worship, We will be meeting Sunday May 12th to celebrate 

Christian Family Sunday,  May 19th, and 26th  at 10:00. 

There will be no Sunday School during the month of June, but regular worship continues on  June 2,9,16,23.30 
at 10:00.    

There will be no Sunday morning worship during July and August. 

We will gather again on Sunday September 8th at the Oakner Museum Church 

at 10:00. Mark your calendar and bring family and friends who used to worship here when  

the building was in Oakner.   

If you would like to use Chumah Hall for a function, please call Czarina Conde 204-412-0502  for booking. 

May 28, 2019 

Walk with your Doc 

12:15~Meet at the front entrance of the 

Hamiota and District Health Centre 

Grand Opening for Rawlings Home Hardware 

May 29, 30 & 31 

Join Rawlings in the celebrations on Maple Ave-

nue at the end of the month! 



At the Arts Centre         

What’s Happening at the Arts Cen-
tre?! 
As we transition into our spring and  

(hopefully) summer season, we’d like to thank everyone for 
the wonderful support all our programs received this winter! 
We are grateful for all our talented instructors who shared 
their talents with the community – from quilting, watercol-
ours, calligraphy, copper tooling, ukelele and dance to 
acrylics, pastels, clay, pilates, singing, belly dancing and 
more. It’s been a remarkable winter and most remarkable of 
all has been the support and interest from everyone. We’ve 
had wonderful attendance, including ‘weekly regulars’ driv-
ing from Souris, Virden, and the surrounding communities 
– it is all of YOU who have made the arts centre such a hive 
of activity all winter, so thank you so much for your support 
and dedication! 
 Coming up, you’re invited to meet our May artist, 
Valerie Blab of Red Lake, Ontario, at a “Meet and 
Greet” on Thursday, May 23, from 3-5 p.m. at the Her-
itage Arts Centre. Valerie was originally a Drozda from 
Shoal Lake where she still has family.   Thanks to a sugges-
tion from Chantal DeBin we learned of Valerie’s beautiful 
work; please take time to come out and meet her on May 
23. Her sister and some family are also expected to attend. 
Val’s exhibition “Capturing the Light” will be up until May 
29.     The Westman Juried Art Show went well in Ken-
ton.  There were 109 entries from all over Westman with 20    
selected for the ArtsWest Travelling Gallery and of those 
20, eight of them are from this area or are members of the 
Hamiota Art Club; so well done everyone! 
 The art centre is spring cleaning – polishing the 
silver, cleaning the windows, dusting the ledges, and tidy-
ing the teacups on Saturday, May 25! If anyone would 
like to help out, we’re meeting at the arts centre at 10 
a.m., dust cloths in hand – everyone’s welcome! 

 Mitch Mozden in Concert on June 11 at the Her-
itage Arts Centre!  Mitch is a singer/songwriter from 
Brandon on a summer music tour that will take him all the 
way to Calgary and Edmonton.  He was here last year and 
charmed us with both his personality, his music, and great 
singing and guitar playing,  so hope you’ll come out and 
enjoy this talented musician. Donation at the door. 
 The Hamiota Art Club’s annual  exhibition 
“Branching Out”  and tea will be held Saturday, June 1, 
from 2-4 p.m. Artists in the club come from Wawota, 
Moosomin, and Maryfield, SK, Glenboro, Shoal Lake, Riv-
ers, Rapid City, Oak River, Harding, Arrow River and 
there’s even a few from Hamiota, so take this opportunity to 
meet all the talented artists and have a cup of tea! Their ex-
hibition will be up for the full month of June. 
 Speaking of tea, “Tea at the Old Bank” begins on 
Thursday, June 6, 2-4 p.m. so bring your friends, your 
family, your visitors and enjoy the wonderful atmosphere 
and delicious desserts. The draw for Lynn Naigli’s amazing 
sawblade painting will be made at 3 p.m. that day, so be 
sure and get your tickets!  Tea at the Old Bank will be held 
every Thursday (except Fair week) through to the end of 
September, with a new exhibition on every month, in-
teresting gift shop items for sale,  and old and new 
friends to visit with – looking forward to 
seeing you soon! 
For more information please contact: 
MWAC office at 204-764-2400, or 
email: midwestartscentre@gmail.com 

Congratulations to our Local Girls -                                                                                                               
 

Two girls from Hamiota, one each from Shoal Lake, Virden, and Boissevain, and six from Brandon make up the Cats Club 
14U Gold Volleyball team . These girls and coaches make a winning combination, ranked number one in the province all 
season long. The girls were part of history in the making. It was the first time that a Cats team has ever won Provincials or 
Nationals. This team first went to Provincials in Winnipeg on April 27-28 winning gold and then went on to win Nationals 
over the weekend of May 9-12. They traveled to beautiful British Columbia and played at the Richmond Olympic Oval. Go-
ing into the tournament the Cats team was ranked third out of 80 teams. Cats went undefeated throughout the entire 
National Tournament playing Calgary teams in the quarters and semis and then beat a Kelowna team in the final to win 

gold! What an accomplishment; huge congratulations from all of us!                             

Pictured:    Left: Provincial Champs   Middle - National Champs                                          
Right -“Warm Welcome at Brandon Airport 

 

Painting of Valerie 

Blab's father from 

Shoal Lake,  

Draw for beauti-

ful sawblade 

painting by Lynn 

Naegli on June 

6th. 

Back-Mike Degroot (head coach), Danika 

Nell, Ava Plamondon, Ella Werbiski, Kassi-

dy Loewen, Jordyn Bradbury, Petra 

McCartney, Mark Plamondon (asst. 

coach) Front- Ryan Degroot, Luka Solo-
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Bridging Villages Fundraiser 

Milk Paint Project! Raffle Prizes! Snacks! 

Date: Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Place: Heritage Arts Centre 

Cost: $45 

Breathe new life into an old wooden picture frame using milk paint!  Bring 
your own picture frame that needs a new look, or let us know if you need one and we will make sure to have 
something there for you.  Milk paint is a versatile paint with only five all-natural ingredients.  Learn to mix 
milk paint and how to create an authentic aged look on your picture frame with your choice of available col-
ours.  

Lindsay Aboud of Bridging Villages, based out of Winnipeg, will join us to talk about her work supporting the 
most impoverished families in Uganda.  All funds raised from this evening will go towards her most recent 
project, a women’s training and housing facility.  With Jennifer Andrew as a Bridging Villages board member, 
Hamiota has a local connection to this organization!  Join us to hear about the amazing work Bridging Villages 
is doing and have some fun with a paint project while you’re out! 

To register, or for more info, please contact: Jen Andrew (204-764-3733 / 204-764-0588) or Amber English 
(431-235-3115).  

For more information on Bridging Villages, please visit: www.bridgingvillages.org 

Hamiota/Blanshard Seniors                                                    
Wow, another month has zipped by and the weather is 
turning nice enough to get outdoors.                                                   
Another fun-filled Grade 3 buddy day took place and it 
was enjoyed by all.  We are saddened to know we have 
only one visit left with our buddies who really fill our 
hearts and heads with many great things to think about, 
but we have certainly enjoyed the program and the 
great efforts by Mrs. Penny Dixon and all her capable 
volunteers. I know how much it is looked forward to 
every month and how much they wish it didn’t end for 
the summer.                                                                                       
Come Walk with your Doc on Tuesday, May 28, 
at12:15 pm starting at the Hamiota District Health Cen-
ter.        There is a Seniors Day at the Manitoba Agri-
cultural Museum in Austin on Tuesday, June 4, 2019; if 
you would like to come on the Handi Van or require 
more information, give me a call. The Handi Van is fill-
ing up quickly.                                                                
Our Meals on Wheels program is looking for volunteers 
to deliver hot meals to seniors. If you could spare a little 
time and wish to help please give Tammy Campbell a 
call at 204-764-2746                                                                         
The seniors’ council is still accepting resumes for a 
summer student position.                                              

The next cycle of foot clinics is currently being 
booked so if you’re in need of foot care please give me 
a call to schedule an appointment with our wonderful 
foot nurse Bonnie Crawford.                                                                          
We have mobility aids you might need either for a short 
time or a long time. Please feel free to call and if I have 
it I will loan it.                                                                                   
If you are a group or individual and have something you 
would like to share or present to seniors please contact 
the office. From music, to crafting, to presenting infor-
mation, we appreciate anything you are willing to share.                                              
The Hamiota Seniors’ Office is here for our seniors; you 
can call or email at any time. Whether you are a senior 
or a concerned family member or friend, you can in-
quire about resources at any time.  Always open for a 
friendly visit or conversation, happy to help however we 
can!                                                                                 
A word of caution now that spring seeding is beginning 
-please watch out for farm machinery on the highways.                        
Until next month…..enjoy the beautiful days.                               

Contact Karen Johnson, at 204-764-2658 E-mail : 

hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com   Location: 166 Lilac 

Ave, Suite #30 in Park Residence for more information 

on community seniors services.  

Before      After    

Hamiota and District Health Centre Auxiliary Supper Meeting on June 3rd at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Hamiota Arena. Everyone Welcome. 

http://www.bridgingvillages.org/
mailto:hamiotaseniorsinc@gmail.com
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HCI’S  Spring  Fundraiser this year will be for the Cath-Jo Har-

rison Growing Minds Reading Room at Hamiota Elementary 

School which is requiring substantial renovations .  Fundraising 

will begin with a Bake Sale & Barbeque for the public and stu-

dents, on May 17th at the collegiate.   A Fund-Raising evening 

including an Italian meal, auction and entertainment will be 

held at Hamiota Collegiate on Sunday, May 26.  

HCI Annual Sports Banquet                                             Guest 
Speaker Bob Caldwell  

Hamiota Collegiate is happy to be welcoming Bob Caldwell as the Guest 
Speaker for their Annual Sports Banquet and Awards evening on June 13.   
Bob Caldwell grew up in Hamiota and graduated from Hamiota Collegiate, 
where he was active in all sports, winning the Male Athlete of the Year 
award in Grade 12.  He also played with the Senior Hamiota Red Sox for 8 
years and on the Senior Hockey team.  He began his teaching career in 
Deloraine in 1975.  He has years of experience working with hockey play-
ers from Initiation Program through to NCAA and believes strongly that 
teaching skills and fundamentals are the keys to developing quality play-
ers. He has coached at the National level in Canada and has coached and 
facilitated coaching programs internationally. He has produced DVD’s and 
developed seminar materials for Hockey Canada. Bob has filled a number 
of volunteer roles: serving as Hockey Manitoba Master Mentor, sitting on 
Hockey Canada’s Checking Committee and National Coach Mentorship 
Advisory Council and is past chair of Sport Manitoba’s Advisory Board. Bob 
was one of the driving forces behind the formation of the National Coach 
Mentorship Program. In 2012, Bob was 
named Hockey Manitoba’s Volunteer of the 
year and in 2015 was the recipient of the 
prestigious Hockey Canada’s Gordon Juckes 
Award presented to the person who has 
made exceptional contributions to the de-
velopment of amateur hockey in Canada. In 
2018, he was the recipient of the Brandon 
Sun Community Leader Coaching Award and 
was inducted into Brandon University Sports 
Hall of Fame.  Please plan to attend the HCI 
Banquet to hear Mr. Caldwell and support 
and honour our school athletes. 

HAMIOTA COLLEGIATE 
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May  

May 23 Meet and Greet Artist Valerie Blab (Drozda)  3-5 p.m. Heritage Arts Centre 

26 Walk for Dog Guides 12 noon  Hamiota Lions Playground 

26 Hamiota Town Cleanup and BBQ 10-11:30 Meet at the Hall 

28 Walk with your Doc 12:15 p.m. Hamiota Health Centre 

29-31 Rawlings Grand Opening  Rawlings Home Hardware 

June 1/2 Baseball and Softball Tournament All Day /Both Days Hamiota Municipal Park  

June 4 MB Agricultural Museum- Senior’s Day 9-4 Austin, MB 

Begins Tea at the Old Bank (weekly -every Thursday)                                 Thursday's 2-4 p.m.  Heritage Arts Centre 

June 8 Hamiota Golf Lessons for Ages 5-12 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Hamitoa Golf Course 

June 11 Mitch Mozden Concert   Heritage Arts Centre 

12/13 Drama “Those Were the Days” 7:30 p.m. Minnedosa United Church Hall 

26th 2019 Graduation  HCI 

Yellowhead RCMP is Warning Residents Following a Spike in Residential Break-Ins 
Yellowhead RCMP is warning residents to be on the lookout after a spike in break-ins while residents are away. 
Yellowhead RCMP is advising and warning residents of Birtle, Erickson, Foxwarren, Hamiota, Miniota, Newdale, 
Oakburn, Onanole, Sandy Lake and Shoal Lake to lock their doors and to be on the lookout for suspicious persons 
and vehicles. This is so because there have been several reports of break-ins in the area. 
Between March 31st and April 24th 2019, Yellowhead RCMP received several reports of break-ins. The thieves 
gained entry into residences that were unoccupied, either through unlocked doors or by pry opening front doors. 
The thieves target mostly vehicles, liquor, jewelry, cash and small items that are easy to remove and hide. 
Furthermore, residents of these communities are advised to call the RCMP if they have encounters with strangers, 
to lock their doors and notify their neighbours. These break-ins are not concentrated in one particular area however, 
if a neighbour sees something out of the ordinary, or sees someone lingering onsomeone's property, please call the 
RCMP. 
On April 7th 2019, a residence on Hwy 250 near the Town of Newdale was broken into, and several items worth over 
$7,000.00, were stolen including an SUV. 
Wadena RCMP in Saskatchewan later arrested 21-year-old Madison KOOP and 24-year-old Peter GIESBRECHT 
who were in possession of the stolen SUV that was stolen in Newdale area. Wadena RCMP and Elphinstone 
RCMP have charged Madison KOOP and Peter GIESBRECHT with possession of property obtained through crime 
worth over $5,000.00 amongst other charges. 
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Hamiota Golf Clubhouse 

Open for breakfast, lunch and supper. 

7 Days a Week - Hours of operation - 8:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m. 

All you can eat Sunday brunch - every Sunday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Senior suppers every Wednesday night 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

If you need a ride $8.00 return trip in Hamiota; 

call Clubhouse @ 204.764.2341 

The Hamiota Trade Show held on April 20th was very successful with over 300 people coming through the 

doors. The silver collection collected upon entry totaled $831.30 and was turned over to the Hamiota Foun-

dation. Once inside    people were able to visit 45 booths and check out the new vehicles on display - with 

everything situated on the curling side of the arena. By serving lunch, the 2019 Grad class was able to raise 

$700.00 to go toward graduation expenses and the Hamiota Agricultural Society also raised funds by serving 

pie and coffee. The Trade Show, with its display of impressive booths, proved to be an excellent way to show 

case the many businesses and services in our community and the surrounding area. A big thank you goes to 

Tom, Butch, and Alec for getting the complex ready for the event; their efforts were very much appreciated. 

We plan to hold the next Trade Show in 2022.  Nancy Smith - Economic Development 

The McConnell 4H Beef Club will be hold-

ing their annual show and Sale on Mon-

day June 10, 2019 at the Strathclair Are-

na. Show to start at 9:00 am with steer 

sale to follow at 4:00pm. We invite all 

community members, past 4Hers, class 

sponsors and steer buyers to join us. 

Come for a short time or stay for the day. 

Lunch will be available. We would love to 

see you there!  

Hamiota Red Sox -                                                              
Southwest Baseball League Schedule 

May 22 - Hamiota @ Oak River 

May 26 - Virden @ Hamiota 

May 31 - Elkhorn @ Hamiota 

June 2 1pm - Hamiota @ Boissevain 

June 2 6pm - Hamiota @ Deloraine 

June 5 - Hamiota @ Elkhorn 

June 7 - Oak River @ Hamiota 

June 14 - Hamiota @ Rivers 

June 16 1pm - Wawanesa @ Hamiota 

June 16 6 pm - Souris @ Hamiota 

June 19 - Rivers @ Hamiota 

June 25 - Reston @ Hamiota 

June 27 - Hamiota @ Hartney 

July 3 - Hamiota @ Reston 

July 5 - Hamiota @ Virden 

*All games are 7:00 pm start unless otherwise noted 

Bold - Home Games (games are subject to change) 


